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report of the minority of the committee of the house 
of representatives relative to the agent of the de- 
ysite banks; and in our next publish the appen- 
dix which accompanied it. After the last is in- 
gerted, we will, In common justice, publish Mr. 
Whiney’s address to the people of the United States, 
which includes the arguments his counsel intended 
to offer to the house of representatives in his de- 


jence. 

(g-The opintons of the military court of inquiry 
held at Frederick, Md. are inserted in the present 
sheet. It was our intention to have accompanied 
tueir publication by gen. Gaines’ defence, but we 
are reluctantly coimpelied to postpone it until the 
yass Of documentary and other articles upon our 
{able is somewhat reduced. 





i¢Two reports have been made to the house of 
representatives of Pennsylvania from the commit- 
tee appointed to lavestigate the manner in which 
the bank of the United States obtained its charter. 
‘The report of the majority, which entirely acquits 
tie bank and the last legislature from all imputa- 
tions of corrupt or improper conduct, but declares 
tie opinion that the legislature has power to annul 
the charter, is published in the present sheet. The 
report of the minority, assenting to the views of the 
majority in the honorable acquittal of the bank and 
the legislature, but dissenting froin the opinion that 
he legislature has power to annul the charter, shall 
be inserted in the next ““ReorsTer.” 

When the report of the majority was read, which 

concludes with a resolution that the committee be 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
subject, Mr. Alricks moved to lay the report on the 
table, as he would not vote for any report to white- 
wash the U. States bank, or any other bank. Mr. 
Epsey moved to strike out the resolution, and insert, 
“Resolved, that the judiciary committee be instruct- 
ed to bring in a bill repealing the charter of the bank 
of the U. States.” The motion was opposed by 
Messrs. Hill, Johnson and English, and supported 
by Mr. Epsey. The vote being taken, Mr. Epsey’s 
anendment was lost, ayes 31, noes 60. 
The resolution of the committee then passed, and 
three thousand copies in English and fifteen hun- 
cred in German, of both reports, with the testimony, 
ordered to be printed together for distribution. 





Money Marnxet 1n New Yor. Welearn from 
the New York Commercial Advertiser, that a de- 
putation of merchants froin that city repaired to 
Puiladelphia last week, to confer with the presi- 
deat of the United States bank on the subject of 
avopung some prudential measures to relieve the 
present pressure. In consequeace of their repre- 
scitations Mr. Biddle, accoinpanied by Mr. Jau- 
doa, the cashier, arrived in New York on Tuesday 
last; and, after conferring with the banks and the 
luerehants, agreed to send one million of dollars to 
ouloa—the city banks also to send one million— 
lukking two millions of specie in all, on which 
luose institutions can draw bills. The U. States 
ink also to issue bonds payable in nine and twelve 
wonths, and post notes payable in Philadelphia. 
tt is further stated that the bank of America, in 
foinexion with the Morris canal company, will is- 
hae payable in London, with interest, at a 
mili day, say twelve months, to the amount of five 
fad ns of dollars. The credit of both of these great 
‘situations is well recognized in Europe. 
of a measures, with the proceeding of the bank 
mer and noticed below, cannot fail to atiord, at 
oy tcporary relief to the commercial commu- 
London, Thursday evening, March 2d. In pursu- 
ite of the determination of the directors of the 
wat Lp 7 to support commercial credit 
wotie® the difficulties oO this week, the following 
Mattiah i posted at the bank at a late hour this ai- 
haa governor and company of the bank of Eng- 
lanka e sores give notice, that on and after the 2d 
licatio’ ‘ day], they will be ready to receive ap- 
bik . ns ved loans upon the deposit of approved 
a Hy exe ange, not having more than ninety-five 
15th dees suci loans to be repaid on or before the 
of April next, with interest at the rate of 5 per 
Vor. LII.—Ste. 5. 





£2,000. 

«Bank of England, March 2, 1837.” 

The direct and obvious intention of this measure 
is for the relief of the American trade, and it has 
been adopted after the most mature deliberation, to 
avoid the disastrous consequences which would 
have arisen if such relief had not been aflorded. 

We have no news of importance from New Or- 
leans, except a further decline of cotton from 4 to 1 
cent. 


Forre1Gn NEws. There have been a number of 
arrivals from Liverpool and Havre since our last; 
but the items of news receiyed by them are of little 
interest. The influenza was still raging with un- 
abated violence throughout England and France. 
In Norwhich one hundred persons died during a 
single week, and in three weeks no less than 450 
deaths had occurred in Frome. In the Isle of Man 
not one family was free from the disease, and in 
Taunton and its neighborhood horses, cows, sheep, 
&c. have died from the effects of it. 

The money market was still very unsettled, but 
there was a slight improvement, and better hopes 
were cherished. Cotton had advanced from a farth- 
ing to a half penny, and it was believed that there 
would be a farther advance, as extensive orders for 
goods were understood to have been forwarded from 
New York to Manchester, Glasgow, &c. 

Another plot to take the life of Louis Philippe has 
been discovered in Paris. A commissary of police 
and several assistants on Sunday the 19th, proceed- 
ed to the residence of a man named Champion, 38 
Hotelle de Ville, and after a strict search, found 
stowed away in a corner of the garret, another “‘in- 
fernal machine,” half finished. It consisted of a 
small box, seven to eight inches long and three or 
four deep, with three distinct apartments, the first 
of which was prepared for seven small pistols di- 
rected horizontally; the second was arranged for 
six, with an oblique direction to the right, and the 
last for the same number directed obliquely to the 
left. Champion was of course immediately arrest- 
ed, when he gave an account of the maner in which 
he intended to use it; but the details do not pos- 
sess sufficient interest for us to translate. Cham- 

ion was conducted to prison, and the next morn- 
ing, when his guard had left him for a few minutes, 
he hung himself with his cravat. Several persons, 
including his mistress, had been arrested as accom- 
plices. 

LATEST FROM Froripa. The news from Flori- 
da is not by any means of as favorable a complexion 
as that lately received. 

The following is an extract of a letter received by 
the editor of the Charleston Courier, from St. Au- 
custine, under date of March 17: 

«An express arrived here from gen. Jessup this 
morning, bringing despatches as late as the 12th of 
March. We understand he is not so sanguine as to 
the result of the treaty lately entered into with the 
chiefs, as would appear from the letters published 
in our last. He expresses doubts as to the ability 
of the chiefs to govern their people, and particularly 
their young men. And he also doubts the faith of 
Philip, chief of the Topkoliky Indians. Philip has 
a force of 400 men.” 

Information also reached Charleston, on the 20th, 
by captain Southwick, from St. Augustine, that a 
few moments before his leaving that place, an ex- 
press arrived from Picolata, dated the same morn- 
ing, (18th inst.) which stated that the Indians at- 
tacked that place the previous night, and were beat- 
en off—further, capt. 8. could not learn, but this 
can be relied on. The bugle was sounding as the 
Mills left the harbor; it was said, for captain Han- 
son’s company to muster and march forthwith to 
Picolata, or in that direction. Captain S. did not 
understand what the result was, only that the In- 
dians were beaten off, they carrying with them some 
horses. 

From Volusia we learn, (says the Charleston 
Courier), that orders had been sent to col. Fanning, 
by gen. Jesup, that in case he should receive no or- 
ders from the latter to the contrary, by the 7th, he 
should again take the field. In consequence of 
these instructions, col. Fanrfing, with his command 
of about 500 men, marched on the 8th for Lake 
Monroe. 





sident of Mexico, as we stated in the last ““Reais- 
TER,” on the authority of a New York paper. The 
ballot on the 25th of February by congress, was for 
three candidates to be voted for by the assemblies 
of the different departments at the regular election 
which took place early last month. The three per- 
sons nominated by congress were Bustamente, Bravo 
and Alaman, on one of whom the choice must fall. 

The following letter from col. Almonte, copied 
from the government paper in the city of Mexico. 
is not so warm in expressions of gratitude as that 
of his chief, published in our last. Col. Almonte 
was treated with the most marked courtesy by the 
citizens of the United States, and with the greatest 
lenity by the “banditti’”’ of Texas. 

Letter from col. Almoixte. 
To his excellency gen. Don Jose Maria Tornel: 

Vera Cruz, Feb. 20, 1837. Much esteemed 
friend: I improve the few moments afforded me by 
the express which is going to set out, toinform you 
that, through the favor of Divine Providence, we 
have got out of the claws of the banditti of Texas, 
and of theirsympATHIzING friends. We shall soon 
see cach other, and you shall know our long chain 
of sufferings. 

I beg you to forward immediately the annexed to 
my house, and send me, if you can, the answer to 
Manga de Clavo. 

The president [Santa Anna] comes sick, and will 
not be able, I think, to recover for many days. 

Your very affectionate friend, 

Juan N. ALMONTE. 

A letter from a Mexican in Tampico to a gentle- 
man in N. Orleans, which we find in the New York 
«“E.xpress,”’ says—the Mexicans and the government 
are resolved to make Texas enter into tis duty, and 
they will do so. Every thing is now ready for the 
march of the troops which are composed of 6,000 
infantry and 1,200 cavalry, with their corresponding 
artillery; and the command confided to general Bus- 
tamente, well known for his valor and patriotism. 
Although with a great trouble, there have been 
equipped four brigs, three schooners, and eleven 
gun-boats; and there are expected daily from Ja- 
maica two good steamboats and one brig, under the 
command of William McKenzie, who served with 
commodore Porter in the war of independence. As 
soon as these vessels arrive, about 1,000 men will 
be embarked to operate by sea against Galveston ,and 
the other troops will go by land, to unite with them, 


under the command of Bustamente. The arrival of 


Santa Anna will not change, in the least degree, the 
aspect of things in Texas, because he has agreed 
with Bustamente and our government; and I repeat 
that the expedition will start about the middle of 
March, if not before.” 





ANOTHER DREADFUL sHIPpWRECK. The ship 
Jane and Margaret, which sailed from Liverpool 
for New York on the 6th of February, witb nearly 
two hundred passengers, was wrecked on the Irish 
coast a few days after leaving port, and every soul 
on board perished! The great majority of the pas- 
sengers were Irish laborers from the agricultural 
districts, who were proceeding to the United States 
for the purpose of settling. The only cabin pas- 
sengers were the rev. Mr. Clements, a dissenting 
clergyman, his wife, six daughters anda female 
servant. 

The hull of the vessel was thrown on the coast of 
the Isle of Man. Two bodies were found on board; 
one that of a young man respectably attired, about 
five and twenty years of age; the other a boy about 
nine or ten. In the pockets of the former were 
found a bible and prayer book, a watch and a quar - 
tity of sovereigns. It is conjectured that the ur- 
fortunate vessel must have struck during a heavy 
storm on the banks of Arklow, as the wreck of an 
American vessel was seen near that vicinity by a 
small schooner. The commander of the Jane and 
Margaret, captain Wakes, was originally an officer 
of the British navy, and has been employed during 
the last fourteen years in commanding trading ves- 
sels between Liverpool, London and New York. 

The ship Glasgow of New York, a line built 
ship, was also wrecked on the Irish coast, about the 
time the above melancholy event occurred—she 
went down in about twenty five fathoms water, 
when ten lives were lost 
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Money arrairs—in New York. The N. York 
Journal of Commerce of Monday says—*It cannot 
be denied that people were tremendously scared 
last week, and it cannot be denied that after all they 
were not much hurt. Only two or three houses in 
the city could make notes or draw bills good enough 
to 5 gary public anxiety, yet almost every note 
which fell due proved good. Two or three good 
houses were stopped who exhibit ample means to 
pay. One of these houses stopped, for no other 
reason than that the city blew up their store for the 
public good during the great fire and now delay the 
perme of a verdict, for $150,000 or more, which 

as been recovered in the courts, for the damage. 
Two or three other failures, none of them for large 
amounts, will probably turn out cases of actual 
bankruptcy. Unless the screws can be turned down 
harder, we may as well give over looking for the 
grand crash which has been so long waited for, and 
which it was thought must certainly have come last 
week. The reason why the merchants do not fail, 
is, first, they do not choose to; and second, they are 
not obliged to. They are rich, that is the secret of 
the wonder, and we cannot be mistaken in believing 
that this fact having been so abundantly proved, 
confidence will be resumed.” 

In Philadelphia—The credit of Philadelphia will 
not suffer in the slightest degree by the recent dis- 
asters. There is no city in the union that contains 
a larger body of sounder or more upright com- 
mercial men, or a greater amount of intrinsic wealth. 
Our banks are ali perfectly safe, pursuing the even 
tenor of their way within their means; and the lit- 
tle storm that we have alluded to will only serve to 
render the enterprising a little more cautious, and, 
in the end, to purify the atmosphere of the money 
market. Speculation is well enough in its way, 
but those who wade beyond their depth, and in- 
dulge in projects far, very far, beyond their means, 
should not be surprised at being overtaken, and sub- 
merged by an unexpected wave of adversity.— 
‘‘Make money, my son, always honestly, however. 
Be satisfied with small and certain gains, never for- 
getting the stury, so full of moral, of the goose and 

he golden egg.” [ Bicknell’s Reporter. 

In Charleston, March 22. As might be expected, 
the greatest consternation prevails here this morn- 
ing, In consequence of the report of failures in New 
York and New Orleans, and we are unable to find 
ea willing to check at sight on New York or 

hiladelphia on any terms. 

[ Previous to that date, drafts on Baltimore, Phi- 
ladelphia and New York, were selling at 3 per cent. 


_ premium in Charleston.) 


Banxs 1n Onto. The number is 32; capital 
paid in $9,247,297; circulation on the Ist of Janu- 
ary, $8,326,974; deposites 3,463,450 dollars; specie 


$3,153,335; discounts $18,178,700; due treasury of|thod of transacting the business, and one which 


the United States $4,126,483. The Cincinnati Ga- 
zette says, “xchange on the east is rated at 24 pe~ 
cent. and the belief is that the specie is drained 
from our western banks and transferred to the east- 
ern cities, to supply funds to meet exchanges sold 
at these enormous rates.” 

These banks have more than one-third of their 
capital in specie. The Commercial bank of Cin- 
cinnati, with a capital of $1,000,000, has $654,562 
in specie. A bill before the legislature provides for 
an addition to the banking capital of $5,000,000.— 
It contemplates a state bank with 25 branches, the 
capital of each $100,000 to $500,000. The state 
to take half the whole stock; five per cent. of the 
income of the state’s dividends to go to common 
schools, the rest to internal improvements. 


The bill in- 
creasing the banking capital of the commonwealth 
by the addition of five millions of dollars has be- 
come alaw. The amendments of the senate, pro- 
viding for a branch bank at Falmouth and one at 
Clarksburgh, were rejected; but the provision, au- 
thorising a new bank at Lynchburg, in case of the 
failure of the Richmond banks to aecept the new 
charter, was adopted. 

This bill, although encumbered with many use- 
less, and, as we think, improvident restrictions, will 
diffuse great peramare through many portions of the 
commonwealth, and will give a stimulus to industry 
and enterprise which may tend to arrest the tide of 
emigration from Virginia, which foreboded much 
evil to the commonwealth. 

The senate insisted on its amendment to the bill, 

rohibiting the issuing of five dollar notes after the 
First of October next, and the house receded; but 
we are not aware of any provision inhibiting the 
circulation of those already issued, and which may 
be issued by the old banks prior to the Ist of Octo- 
ber. So that no actual evil will occur in this re, 
spect unless the next legislature should pass a pro- 
hibitory law. We hope the folly of such a measure 





BANKING CAPITAL OF VIRGINIA. 


will ere that time be generally acknowledged, and 
that we shall have no more tinkering with the cur- 
rency. [ Whig. 
The following statement was presented to the 
house of representatives of Virginia, by the chair- 
man of the committee on banks, in pursuance of a 
resolution to that effect. 
Statement shewing the amount of bills discount- 
ed, specie, notes in circulation and deposites of the 
bank of Virginia and Farmers’ bank of Virginia, at 
the following periods: 
Farmers’ bank of Virginia. 

Debts and bills discounted. Specie. 
January 1, 1837, $5,982,897 62 $588,662 19 
March’1, 1837, 6,154,747 04 598,988 72 

Notes in circulation, Deposites. 
January 1, 1837, $3,181,058 00° $1,387,460 42 
March 1, 1837, 2,987,234 00 1,536,177 46 
Bank of Virginia. 
Bills and notes discounted. 
January 1.1837, $9,220,051 75 
March 1, 1837, 8,422,381 38 


Notes in circulation, 
January 1, 1837, $3,965,703 27 
March 1, 1837, 


4,342,500 54 


Specie. 
$673,030 05 
662,498 13 
Deposites. 
$4,224,633 38 
3,052,582 93 





LONDON BANKERS NOTICE. Messrs. Baring, 
Brothers & Co. have notified their correspondents 
in this country “that they cannot consider bills of 
exchange of the character described below as a 
proper remittance to them to cover engagements 
entered into for their account, viz:’’ 

‘Ist. Bills drawn by agents on their ot ac 
or employers in Europe, unless endorsed by sub- 
stantial houses to the remitters. 

“2d. Bills drawn by firms in the United States 
who are partners in the firms drawn on in Europe 
or by a partner on his house, unless endorsed by 
substantial houses to the remitters. 

“3d. Bills however otherwise in order, drawn at 
a longer sight than sixty days.” 

These gentlemen are very apt to be correct in 
their opinions and plans of business. But it is ap- 
parent, that if they adhere to these rules rigidly it 


remittances, and that if these rules were senna 
adopted by London bankers, a good deal of diffi- 
culty would be thrown where it ought not to be. 
A large proportion of the very best bills are of the 
character reprobated, and the most extensive ship- 
ments from this country are made in a manner to 
require such bills. It is the common method of 
making shipments for the whole negotiation to be 
made between the shipper and the partner or agent 
of the consignees. The advances are made here 
by the agent or partner who receives the invoices 
and bills of lading and draws the bills, so that the 
shipper has no direct correspondence with the par- 
ties in Europe. This is a convenient and safe me- 


ought not to be embarrassed. 

It strikes us too that parties here have in fairness 
a claim to prospective notice of changes which are 
contemplated. When once a system of doing bu- 
siness is established it should not be changed sud- 
denly and without suitable warning. 

[N. ¥. Journal of Commerce. 

CotoneL CrocHan. The highly interesting 
ceremony of the presentation to col. Croghan of 
the gold medal voted to him by congress, in testi- 
mony of the high sense entertained by that body of 
his gallant conduct in defending Fort Steven- 
son, took place on Monday last at the president’s 
house. The following are the remarks of the pre- 
sident on the occasion, and those of col. Croghan 
in reply, which we insert for the gratification of our 
readers. [ Globe. 

Remarks of the president. 

Sir: By a joint resolution of both houses of con- 
gress, approved on the 18th of February, 1835, the 
president was requested to cause a gold medal to be 
struck, with symbolical emblems and devices, and 
presented to you, “in testimony of the high sense 
entertained by congress of your gallantry and good 
conduct in the defence of Fort Stevenson.” 

In pursuance of this resolution, I have the plea- 
sure to present you this medal, executed in a style 
corresponding, in some measure, with the distin- 

ished event it is intended to commemorate. It 
is highly gratifying to me to place in your hands 
this just tribute of a grateful people, well assured 
that, should circumstances require it, you will again 
be found ready to display the same courage and 
constancy in the cause of your country as distin- 
fy your conduct in the gallant defence at San- 

usky. 


Reply of col. Croghan, 
Mr. President: Nearly twenty-four years have 
elapsed since the occurrence of the event which 
this medal is intended to commemorate; during that 





will be not a little difficult to make them acceptable |. 


Sot 


——_., 


the honor to command at Sandusky 
the stage of life. For the sake of those who are 
more, I might have wished that this testimonja} bai 
been granted at an earlier period, that they mi bt 
have enjoyed the same honest pleasure whieh | 
now feel. As respects myself, however, I cann, 
but value the distinction the more highly, as jt} 
been bestowed, not under the influence of momen 
tary excitement, but after time had been allowed 
for estimating the character, as well as the impo, 
tance of the service rendered. In addition to», 
acknowledgment of the honor conferred on me MH 
the resolution of congress, I have only to expres, 
to you, sir, my obligation for the kind and flatterj, 
manner in which you have carried that resolutios 
into effect. 


ee 
have qUitteg 


THE LATE cApT. CHARLES MELLon. At, 
meeting of the officers of the United States ariny 
held at Volusia, on the 22d of February, a commit. 
tee appointed for that purpose, reported the folloy. 
ing resolutions in relation to their late companic, 
in arms, capt. Chas. Mellon, who fell in a reeent ac. 
tion against the Seminole Indians, at Lake Monroe 
which were adopted, and ordered to be published, 
‘‘Resolved, That we deplore the decease of cap. 
tain Mellon, as a loss to the army, a loss to society, 
and a loss, severely felt, in our own cirele of con. 


friendly tellowship, and of cordial regard. A 0). 
dier in all his feelings, a patriot in all his aspirations, 
he has long been indentified with the military ser. 
vice of his count Distinguished in the second 
war with Great Britain—conspicuous in the bloody 
encounter with the savages on the Wythlacoochee 
—and at last, the free votary of heroism at the bat. 
tle at Lake Monroe. At the first signal war whoop 


his men, or reassuring them in confidence and con- 
osure. 
its victorious issue; but he reposes in glory upon 
and consecrated by his blood. 

Resolved, That we sympathise deeply with his 


describe. 


feelings.” 


From the Boston Advocate. 


the supercargo. 


and provisions. 


the British brig, 


given up. 


interests confided to him took up the business wil 
his usual alacrity and zeal. 


ceived no reply; he then called on the 


ficulty would be accommodated by measures © 


ate to Gibralter. 
our men were returned by captain Hackett, 
which due acknowledgment was made by ! 
consul, and the demand for the others renewe 
On his arrival, com. Elliott entered into a corr 


site vouchers and documents, and forwarded them 
the court of St. James, where they will no do¥ 





interval, most of the gallant individuals whom I had 


as doubtless been made. 


panionship, to which he was endeared by ties of 


he was promptly at his post, directing the fire of 
He fell too early in the action to witness 


the field now associated with historic recollections, 


bereaved widow and fatherless children, in a loss 
that we will not presume by words to measure or 
As a tribute, however, of our sincere 
condolence with her, and of our respect for the de- 
parted, we would offer this manifestation of our 


BRITISH OUTRAGE ON AMERICAN SHIPPING, 
The following particu- 
lars of the recent outrage committed by captain 
Hacket of the British brig of war Jason, upon the 
American ship Grand Turk, of Boston, capt. Eas 
terbrook, are given on the authority of a letter from 


The Grand Turk sailed from Marseilles on the 8th 
of January, for the coast of Sumatra, to touch @ 
Gibralter for the purpose of taking on board specie 
At the latter port she arrived 0 
the 20th. Whilst the captain and supercargo wer 
engaged on shore, a boat was sent alongside from 
and the officer in charge demanded 
of the mate of the ship, that four men, who he siil 
claimed the protection of the British flag, should 


The mate refused to deliver the seamen, and told 
the officer that if he took them, the responsibility 
must rest on him; to which the latter replied, that 
he was willing to take the responsibility; and then 
returned to his boat, taking with him the four met. 
When the supercargo was made acquainted with 
this high-handed proceeding, he immediately rept: 
sented the case to the American consul, Horatio 
Sprague, esq. who ever watchful of the importat! 


He first addressed a letter to capt. Hacket, dt 
manding the restoration of the men, to which he re- 
governo, 
who expressed his disapprobation of the conduct? 
capt.H. But as it did not appear likely that or og 
kind, a despatch was forwarded by the consul © 
com. Elliott, of the frigate Constitution, lying a 
Tangier. This message was promptly answered 
the commodore, who immediately brought his! 
In the mean time, two of ti 


he 


pondence with the British captain; but finding the* 
means of no avail, he collected together the req" 


receive proper attention, as well as from our 0¥ 
“Dep kictee to which a representation of the ¢# 
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It was not until the 30th of January, that the ship 
vas enabled to proceed on her voyage, the places 
fthe two men of which she had been robbed, hav- 
ng been supplied through com. Elliott. This de- 

“tion, it being already late in the season, may 
ve seriously detrimental, if not entirely ruinous 
x the objects of the voyage. We doubt not that 
ur government will follow up the vigorous mea- 
res of their consul and the gallant commodore, in 
his case; for it is obvious that if we are to suvmit 
imely to outrage and indignities of this nature, our 
ships may be left in foreign ports, without seamen, 
yenever it suits the caprice of British naval offi- 
ers to take them from their vessels. 





Raw coTTON DUTIES. A numerous meeting 
f the manufacturers and inhabitants of Glasgow 
vas held in the town hall, to consider the propriety 
of petitioning government for a repeal of the duty 
yn cotton woul iinported into the United Kingdom. 
Mr. Finlay, who moved the first resolution, depre- 
ated the principle of taxing the raw material, one 
-hich every writer and statesman from the dawn of 
he science of political economy down to the pre- 
sent day, had condemned. Nothing, he urged, but 
ecessity could justify such a departure from sound 
noliey, and therefore every minister, in continuing 
he obnoxious duty, had confessed its impolicy, and 
jefended it only as a temporarily necessary portion 
of the revenue. Mr. A. Graham seconded the re- 
olution, and contended that the importance of a 
ranch of industry could not be estimated by look- 
ng exclusively to the capital involved, its annual 
alue, and the hands itemployed. It was to be re- 
arded as relating to other interests, and could be 
best measured by comparison with them. Now 
what relations did the cotton manufacture bear to 
he raw materials, comforts and luxuries which we 
lraw from foreign countries? It actually paid for 
nore than half of them, besides giving more than 
£ 22,000,000 of cheap and comfortable clothing to 
he people at home. The cotton, when compared 
with the other manufactures, rose above them all: 
t was actually double the woollen manufacture, 
which was estimated at £22,000,000; four times 
more than the silk, and five times that of the linen. 
Ir. Spiers, who moved the second resolution, said, 

the axioms of political economists were true, 
hat “it was always wrong to tax the raw commo- 
ity,” a worse tax than that on cotton wool could 


mot have been devised. Mr. Buchanan seconded 


eresolution. Several other gentlemen addressed 
he meeting, deprecating the continuance of the 
ievance sonifiained of, and all the resolutions 
ere carried unanitnously. Parliament will conse- 


uently be forthwith petitioned on the subject. 





THE corron rrapr. An article in the last 
umber of the Scottish Magazine, published at 
plasgow, in reference to the currency and trade be- 
een this country and England, says of cotton: 
That demand will remain the same, and’supply 
€ increased only in America, isa favorable suppo- 
tion by no means warranted. It is well known 
at for the last two years our manufacturers have 
een inactive employment. It is unhappily equal- 
y well known that the active demand that did ex- 
thas received a check, and the most sanguine of 
urmannfacturers do not expect such extensive or- 
Sin 1837 as they received in 1836; hence their 
bility to purchase cotton will be diminished. 
Another circumstance which must not be forgot- 
fn or disregarded is, that the same inducement 
hich has operated in stimulating the production of 
itton in America, has been as actively at work in 
her countries, and an increase may be expected 
om every country where cotton is grown. In the 
ast Indies especially, we know that the increase 
: Production has been great. In 1835 the export 
ras about 80,000 bales, last year it exceeded 
0,000, and in 1837 it is anticipated that the sup- 
ly will somewhat exceed 300,000. This must of 
*cessity have a very marked effect on the demand 
br American cotton, and will add greatly to the 
Xcess of supply over demand. Under these cir- 
Nmstances, we cannot anticipate that prices can 
inaintained, hence the demand for British manu- 
‘tures must be interfered with.” * * * * 
“But we have already said that the demand for 
tT manufactures has received a check, and when 
¢ say that it is only, in other words, saying that 
‘thing disastrous is to be apprehended from over- 
ading in America. Over production of cotton 
ere has been, and the trade must and will receive 
very great shock. There must be a period of stag- 
ation—it is the only natural means of restoring a 
“althy tone to the trade. There must be a decrease 
: Circulation; there must be commercial failures 
‘Yond an average number; but any thing like the 
rarful commercial revolution which some persons 
‘Ve anticipated, we see no reason to apprehend.” 








THE RuUINS IN Wisconsin. From the Cincin- 
natt Whig. Meagre notices of the ruins of some 
supposed city of ancient times, upon a branch of 
Rock river, have come to us from the east and 
from the west. That such ruins have been dis- 
covered we have no reason to doubt, but the ac- 
counts are so wanting in detail and certainty, that 
speculations upon their age or origin, at present, 
are fruitless. In a Philadelphia paper it is stat- 
ed, with an absurd credulity, that from an inscrip- 
tion upon .a rude portal of the city, its name was 
ascertained to be Aztalan. In what language the 
said inscription was made, or by what Champol- 
lion it was deciphered, we are not informed. In 
the western papers, with more show of reason, it 
is stated that the ruins have been named Aztallan, 
“from an idea which is believed to be prevalent in 
some part of Mexico, that there was in ancient 
times a city of that name in the north parts of N. 
America.” 

The tradition supposed to be referred to in the 
latter conjecture is the one mentioned by Hum- 
boldt of the Azteques, or early inhabitants of Mexi- 
co. Their hieroglyphical history, (according to 
him), states that Aztlan not Aztalan was their 
original abode. Aztlan signifies not acity, but the 
country of cranes or flamingoes. Froin Aztlan, 
by successive removals, constructing cities at dif- 
ferent points along the route, they finally arrived 
and settled Tecuchitlan or Mexico. It is not pro- 
bable that the ruins in question are entitled to this 
name, as being the spot which the Azteques start- 
ed on their pilgrimage to the south. Ist. Because 
the tradition makes Aztlan the old abode or first 
place of reunion, of the fathers of the race after 
some great deluge; and 2dly; because the country 
about the ruins does not correspond with the name 
indicated by the hieroglyphics—to wit: a lake or 
sea, frequented by cranes, flamingoes or water- 
fowl. It may, however, be possible that this was 
one of the resting or aboding places of the Azte- 
ques—or at least was constructed by a part of that 
tribe, or some other ki:idred tribe, equally skilled 
in the art of building. Similar ruins have heen 
heretofore met with, but none according to Hum- 
boldt, to the north of the river Gila, which falls into 
the Gulf of California. ‘There are no remains at 
this day of any ancient civilization of the human 
species to the north of the river Gila.” 

Upon the banks of this river sometime in the lat- 
ter part of the last century, a missionary named fa- 
ther Garces, discovered the ruins of a kind of stron 
castle, with its side exactly arranged to the esadinal 
points. These traces were supposed to correspond 
with the tradition quoted. If our ruins belonged 
to the same people they must be of great antiquity; 
as the Azteques, according to their chronology, ar- 
rived in Mexico in 1196—having left Aztlan in 
1065. 

It isstated that burnt brick was found among 
these ruins. This is probably a mistake—as the 
Mexicans, we believe, used either stone or unburnt 
brick (briques non cuits) in their Teocullis and 
other erections—and we hardly think that at an an- 
terior period they understood, or used the process 
of burning them. 

The whole subject is full of interest to all, aud 
eminently recommends itself to the antiquary and 
the historian, and we hope that it will soon be ade- 
quately illustrated, but until we shall have more 
complete and authentic accounts of these ruius, 
their extent, plan, material of construction, &c. it 
will be vain to enter into speculations concerning 
them. An accurate detail of facts is wanted for 
the basis of reasonable conjecture. All we can do 
in the meanwhile is, to correct or expose the unau- 
thorised guesses of ignorance or presumption. 

L. A. C. 





Texas. Ina volume recently published by Ed- 
ward C. Biddle, of Philadelphia, entitled <select 
speeches of the right hon. William Wyndham and 
the right hon. Win. Huskisson, with preliminary 
biographical sketches, edited by Robert Walsh,”’ is 
found the annexed paragraph in Mr. Huskisson’s 
speech of May 20th, 1830, on the political and com- 
mercial relations of Great Britain with Mexico: 

“If the United States have declared that they 
cannot allow the island of Cuba to belong to any 
maritime power in Europe, Spain excepted, neither 
can England, as the first of those maritime powers 
—I say it fearlessly, because I feel it strongly, suf- 
fer the United States to bring under their dominion 
a greater portion of the shores of the Gulf of Mexi- 
co, than that which they now possess. Within the 
last twenty-seven years they have become masters 
of all the shores of that gulf from the point of Flori- 
da to the river Sabine, including the mouths of the 
Mississippi and other great rivers, the port of New 
Orleans, and the valuable and secure harbors of 
Florida; and, within these few days, we hear of 





their intention of forming a naval station and arsenal 
at the islands of the Dry Tortugas, a commanding 
position in the gulf stream between Florida and 
Cuba. With all this extent of coast and islands, we 
know further, that designs are entertained, and daily 
acted upon—I will not say by the present govern- 
ment of the United States, but notoriously, by the 

eople, to get possession of the fertile and extensive 
Mexican province of Texas. To borrow an ex- 
pression of a deceased statesman of that country, 
“the whole people of America have their eye’* upon 
that province. They look to all the country be- 
tween the river Sabine and the river Bravo del 
Norte as a territory that must, ere long, belong to 
their union. They have, also, I believe, that same 
eye upon some of the western coast of Mexico, pos- 
sessing valuable ports in the Gulf of California. 
Should they obtain these districts, the independence 
of Mexico, I will venture to say, will be no better, 
or more secure, than that of the Creek Indians, or 
any other Indian tribe now living within the circle 
of the present recognized limits of the United States; 
and the Gulf of Mexico will become as much a part 
of their waters as the Black Sea was once the wa- 
ters of Turkey, or as the channel which separates 
England from Ireland may be considered as a part 
of the waters of the United Kingdom. 

New Grenapa. The Globe gives recent in- 
telligence from New Grenada, from which we learn, 
that the arrangement entered into by president San- 
tander with the government of Venezuela, for the 
division of the public debt of the republic of Co- 
lombia, may yet be sanctioned by the congress of 
New Grenada, now about to convene. 

The election for president has recently taken 
ve in New Grenada, but there has been no choice 

y the people, and it now devolves upon the con- 
gress. There were about sixteen hundred votes 
given in the electoral colleges, there being one elec- 
tor for every thousand inhabitants. Of these votes, 
general Obando and Dr. Marques have received 
probably five-sixths, but neither of them a majority, 
and their number is about equal. 

Gen. Santander retires voluntarily at the end of 
his first term, though again eligible. 

Gen. Santander’s adininistration has been emi- 
nently successful; and if he has not given entire sa- 
tisfaction, it may be said in his excuse that no man 
could have done that. His policy has been paeific, 
and though a military man himeclf, and one of the 
generals of the revolution, he Kas invariably recog- 
nised and acted upon the principle that the milita- 
ry authority in a state must be subordinate to the 
civil; and during his administration, the army has 
been the servant, not the master, of the govern- 
ment, though itis but too common and almost uni- 
versal in South America for it to act in the latter 
capacity. 

A decree of the government of New Grenada 
declares the river Magdelena free for steamboat na- 
vigation, after being in a state of occlusion for four- 
teen or fifteen years, in consequence of an exclu- 
sive grant to an individual, who did not navigate it 
himself, and would not permit others to put boats 
on it, without paying him tribute. The grant, how- 
ever, has been recently forfeited, by his failing to 
comply with the conditions, and there is no impedi- 
ment now in the way to deter men of capital and of 
enterprise, from trying their fortunes on the river, 
which offers many facilities for steamboat naviga- 
tion. 

We publish, also, an extract from the message 
of the governor of Velez, a province of New Gre- 
nada, to the provincial legislature. The governor 
is colonel Murray, an Irishman, who has been ma- 
ny years in the Colombian and Grenadian army.— 
He is a decided patriot and republican, and an en- 
thusiastic admirer of the institutions of this country. 

Governor Murray ascribes the liberty now enjoy- 
ed by his adopted country <o general Washington. 
This may not be exactly true to the letter; yet with- 
out doubt his great name and the heroic achieve- 
ments with which it is associated, had much influ- 
ence over the minds of the Colombians during the 
progress of their revolution. Of this it is sufficient 
proof that he is called by them “I Libertador del 
Norte;”’ the liberator of the north. 

TRADE witH THE Azores. The undersigned, 
United States consul for the Azores, takes this me- 
thod of informing those whom it may concern, that 
the decree of her majesty, the queen of Portugal, 
issued on the 14th of November last, imposing a 
tonnage duty on all vessels entering the ports of 
that kingdom, is not to take effect at the Azores, 
with which all vessels can communicate as before. 

This information is particularly interesting to 
those engaged in the whale fishery. 

Consulate ofthe U. S. for the Azores, March 9, 18387. 

Cuarres W. Dasney. 
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NAVAL civititizs. From the Commercial Ad-| from New Orleans to Central America, which is 
vertiser. The following is an extract from a letter | benefitted by them, and whose codes, monuments 
from an officer of the U. 8. ship John Adams.—| of liberty and philanthropy, have generally been 
The action recorded, and the note from the captain | adopted not only to establish the liberties of the 
of the English ship relieved in the hour of peril, | people of Guatemala, but also to tie by the bonds |} 
of legislative brotherhood, two states distant, it 


are both creditable to the parties concerned. 
Extract from a letter of an officer on board the U. |i 

8. ship John Adams, 
Malaga, 11th Jan. 1837. 


in the afternoon, when it became a complete hurri- 


war here—one arrived the night before the gale.— 


injured. One of the others had to heave over ali 
her guns, and was about cutting away her masts, 
when the gale abated. The other, the largest of 
the three, lost her rudder, besides receivin farther 
damage. Six merchantmen were wrecked, but 
none of them Americans. Our captain sent his 


largest boat to the assistance of the ship that was | necessary appropriations to carry the above. into 


dismasted, and succeeded in getting one of her ca- 
bles on shore, which was of great service to her.— 
‘The following is a copy of a letter received from 
lord Ingestrie, who commanded the largest ship: 
H. B. M. ship Tyre, Malaga, Jan. 5, 1837. 
Sir: It is with infinite pleasure that I, in the 
name of the ships of his Britannic majesty in this 
port, return to you, your officers and ship’s com- 
pany, our best thanks for the kind and cheerful as- 
sistance you were so good as to give us during our 
critical position in the late gale. I have to request 
that you will have the goodness to make this com- 
munication to those under your command. I have 
the honor to be, sir, your most obedient, humble 
servant, INGESTRIE, captain. 
To captain Silas H. Stringham, 
U. 8S. corvette John Adams. 


————r 


TREATIES WITH FOREIGN POWERS. Ridicu- 
Jous rumors are circulated in the newspapers, as- 
cribing some important arrangements with foreign 
powers to certain American citizens, wholly unau- 
thorised and unaccredited by the government as its 
agents in the affairs referred to. For instance, 
commodore Elliott is reported to have made a trea- 
ty with Morocco; general Tallmadge as having ob- 
tained some ameliorations of the quarantine regula- 
tion at Copenhagen; and some other private person 
(we forget who) is represented as having made a 
treaty for us with the pacha of Egypt. The fol- 
lowing memoranda will show what reliance is to be 
placed in these newspaper accounts: 
«Treaty with Morocco.—James R. Leib, consul of 
the United States at Tangier, was alone authorised 
to conclude a new treaty with the emperor of Mo- 
rocco, the old one being soon about to expire. His 
power was dated on the 4th of July, 1835. He suc- 
ceeded in concluding a treaty, which was sealed by 
the emperor on the 16th of September, 1836, and 
bears date on that day. 
Egypt.—The United States have no treaty with 
the pacha of Egypt. There are various American 
consuls within the pachalic, but they have been 
appointed under and by virtue of the treaty with 
the Porte. 
Quarantine of vessels bound to Russia.—The qua- 
rantine required by the Danish government in the 
case of American vessels fram Cuba bound to Riga 
and St. Petersburg, was imposed at the instance, 
and for the protection, of Russia. Mr. Wilkins 
complained of its oppressive character to count 
Nesselrode, the new chancellor of the Russian em- 
pire, as early as January, 1835, and made great ex- 
ertions to procure an abatement of its rigor. The 
result of his efforts and correspondence on the sub- 
ject is stated in his despatch to this department of 
June 4, 1835, in which he says: ‘The quarantine re- 
gulations at Copenhagen have been so changed and 
ameliorated, as to be now satisfactory to the mer- 
chants and ship captains.’ ”’ [ Globe. 


THe tATE Epwarp Livineston. From the 
annexed proceedings of the congress of Guatemala 
it will be seen that this republic has paid a respect 
to the memory of this distinguished jurisconsult 
highly creditable to theinselves and flattering to 
the family and numerous friends of the deceased. 
We make the translation from the Spanish. 

The chief of the state has directed the following 
decree: The supreme chief of Guatemala. The 
legislative assembly having decreed, and the house 
of representative having sanctioned what follows: 

The legislative assembly of the state of Guate- 
mala, feeling deeply for the loss of Mr. Edward 


Ist. 


scription: 

“Edward Livingston 
which have been adopted by Guatemala. Through 
him legislation made brothers of two people, and 
united their liberties.” 

4th. The government is authorised to allow the 


execution. 

5th. The government shall communicate to the 
minister of the United North American States in 
this republic, the deep regret with which the unfor- 
tunate news of the demise of Mr. Livingston was 
received by his note of the 28th ult. and that we 
sincerely sympathise in the gloom which the death 
of Mr. Edward Livingston has spread over the il- 
lustrious country where he was born. 


Pupiic sctioots rn Massacnusetrs. The 
following abstract of the school returns, compiled 
for the legislature of Massachusetts by the secreta- 
of the commonwealth, shows the aggregate num- 
ber of the several classes of pupils be of teachers, 
and the sums raised and expended for education 
throughout the state. 
Number of school districts from which returns have 
been received 2,517 
Number of children between 4 and 16 years 166,912 
Number of male children attending school 
from 4 to 16 years of age ; 
Number of female children attending school 
from 4 to 16 years of age 


75,552 
70,987 


Number of male instructors 2,154 
Number of female instructors 2,816 
Average number of scholars attending aca- 

demies and private schools 28,752 
Whole amount raised by tax for support of 

common schools, (including the preced- 

ing item) $391,993 
Amount raised by voluntary contributions 

to support common schools 47,593 
Estimated amount paid for tuition in pri- 

vate schools and academies 326,642 
Whole amount raised during the year, in 

289 towns and cities, for support of com- 

mon schools, and tuition in private schools 

and academies 766,229 


The Boston Courier adds that, there are sixteen 
towns from which no returns have been received; 
and ten from which the returns were not received 
within the time prescribed by the law, and which of 
course can receive no portion of the income of the 
school fund. 
In Boston the average number of children attend- 
ing common schools is 8,847; average attendance 
on private schools, 4,000; number of instructors of 
common schools, 144; amount raised by tax for 
support of common schools, $88,000; amount (es- 
timated) paid for tuition in private schools, 100,000 
dollars. 


NANTUCKET is in what the New Englanders call 
a “froze and thaw.”? The whole concern has been 
frozen as hard as sea biscuit during the whole win- 
ter, and has but just shook off hericicles, The In- 
quirer thus discourses spring music: 

“A scarcity of nearly all the necessary articles of 
consumption has at length come upon us. The 
stalls in our markets have long been swept clean; 
our beef and pork barrels are utterly bereft; the 
woodwharfingers have disposed of the last catstick; 
there is scarcely any thing eatable or burnable to 
be procured, even for money, that all-commanding 
agent; the clam banks have suspended discounts, 
the wild fowl are exterminated, the very eels have 
wriggled into the value of sixpence a pound, and 
we are still blocked by ice, in a manner so ambigu- 
ous however, as neither to suffer navigation to 
move, nor men to travel on its surface. Here are 
7,000 mouths to be fed, and as many bodies to be 
warmed. Vessels ean come and go, to and from 
Brant Point, although our craft still lies embodied 


eS 
and firewood from Connecticut, Cape Cod, ang» 
along shore!” . 


It presents a frightful list of casualties in th 
s true, one from the other, but happy in the liberty | since the publication of the last register, viz. 
of his hae 

he representatives in this assembly will | tenants 40, 2d lieutenants 87, brevet 2d lieutenans, 
On the 2d it commenced blowing from the east,| Wear crape for three days, beginning on the 28th | 13, staff 3—Total resignations, 115. 
about one in the morning, and continued until four | instant. 
2d. The representatives in council, the magis- | lieutenants 3, 2d lieutenant 1, brevet 2 
cane. We had as much as we could do to take| trates of the supreme court, and the members of 
care of our fine ship. We sent down every thing | government, will unite in the testimonies of grati- 
to our lower masts, and we received but very tri- | tude voted by the assembly to the memory of Mr. 
fling injury. There were three English men of Livingston. 


1—Total declined, 7. 


ant colonel 1, brevet majors 5, captains 9, 1st Jie, 
tenants 7, 2d lieutenants 5, brevet 2d lieutenant ; 
3d. His likeness will be placed in the hall of! medical staff 3—Total deaths, 33. 
She had to cut away all her masts, and is otherwise | the sittings of the assembly, with the following in- 


ave to Louisiana laws / deaths 33, dismission 1—Total 156. 


' ated very little, amounting during the whole of tha 


THE army. We have before us (says the P 

itical Arena) the official army register fo; 1837 3 
€ army 
Resignations. Colonels 2, captains 20, 1s lie. 


Declined. Lieutenant colonel 1, captain j, Ist 
lieutenant 


Deaths. Lieutenant colenels 2, brevet lieutey, 


Ist lieutenant 1. 
Resignations 115, declined » 


Dismissed. 
Recapitulation. 





CONSUMPTION OF FOOD IN LONDON, [|p 
very elaborate and interesting work just publig, 
ed entitled “A statistical account of the Britis 
empire,” &c. by J. R. McCulloch, esq. which ape 
pears to be extremely accurate in its details, we f;, 
the following comparative statement of the bene. 
cial change that has taken nom during the last hai 
century in the edibles of the community, \; 
McCulloch, on the subject of the consumption ; 
butchers’ meat, states: 

“The change that has taken place during the lag 
half century in the consumption of butchers’ meg 
is still more extraordinary than that which hy 
taken place in the consumption of corn. The qua 
tity made use of has been wonderfully increase 
and its quality signally improved. From 1740 4 
about 1750 the population of the metropolis flucty. 


period to about 670,000, or 675,000. Now, duriy 
the ten years ending with 1750, there were, aty 
average, about 74,000 head of cattle and abu 
570,C00 head of sheep sold annually in Smithfdl 
market. In 1831, the population had increased { 
1,472,000, or in the ratio of about 218 per cent 
and at an average of the three years ending wit 
1831, 156,000 head of cattle, and 1,238,000 head. 
sheep were annually sold in Smithfield, being an in 
crease of 212 per cent. on the cattle, and of 2! 

er cent. on the sheep, as compared with the nuw 
bars sold in 1740-50. It consequently appears tli 
the number of cattle and sheep consumed 1n Londo 
has increased, since 1740, about the same proportia 
as the population. The weight of the animals ha 
however, a good deal more than doubled in thei 
terval. In the earlier part of last century, the gro 
weight of the cattle sold at Smithfield did not, ata 
average, exceed 270 Ibs. and that of the sheep ii 
not exceed 28 Ibs. whereas, at present, the aver 
weight of the cattle is estimated at about 8(0 li 
and that of the sheep at about 80 lbs. Hence, 0 
the most moderate computation, it may be affirme 
that the consumption of butchers’ meat in them 
tropolis, as compared with the population, is tw 
as great at this moment as in 1740 or in 1750. 
“In most other parts of the country the incre 
in the consumption of butchers’ meat has been ev 
greater. In thinly-peopled agricultural distnt 
very little is consumed; but in manufacturing ™ 
commercial towns, it is quite the reverse; and the 
vast increase during the last half century more tl 
justifies the inference that there has been, at lea 
a corresponding increase in the consumption ! 
butchers’ meat. 





Pork TRADE OF CrnctInNATI. Much has bed 
said about the pork market of Cincinnati, and! 
mode of carrying on the business. Few hower® 
are aware of the aggregate value of the pork 
orted from this city. The amount slaughtet 
ere, although very great, is not more than tw 
thirds of the total amount exported. Some vieW! 
this trade may be gathered from the following fat 
In the winter of 1833-4, 123,000 hogs ¥€ 
slaughtered in Cincinnati; in 1834-5, about 160," 
in 1835-6, not more than 80 or 90,000. Compa 
the amount of the Jast two seasons, it will be ) 
ceived, that the high price of pork in 1836 was” 
fictitious, but arose out of the actual diminutio’ 
supply. 4 
n the present winter, the number of hogss!ot# 
tered at Cincinnati 105,! 
The number brought in wagons, estimat- _ 
ed at 20, 
From information, as to various points on 
the canal, it is supposed there cannot be 
less than 55,000, put up in other places, 











Livingston, whose legislative works have reached 


in the frozen docks. Oh! for a few cargoes of food 





Total, (hogs) 180; 


which must be exported from Cincinnati 55" 
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| Waistcoat. This exhibition attracting much notice, 
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—<————— 
“The average weight of the hogs this season is 
sed to be 220 lbs. and the average price 7 
ents per Ib. making $15 40 for each hog. 
F The first cost of the hogs is $2,772,000. 
To this must be added, for cooperage, salt and 
acking, 300,000 dollars for barrelled pork, and 
#8 090 for lard. The total prime cost of pork, 
| and hams exported from Cincinnati is about 
3 172,000 dollars. Thus, then, the export of a single 
article from Cincinnati exceeds three millions of dol- 
! 
a“ is worth while to look for a moment at the 
mode in which the proceeds are distributed in the 
community. In the first instance, four-fifths of the 





the raisers of pork, however, there are generally 
two classes of persons—the grower and the fatter. 
With wealthy farmers these classes are often unit- 
ed; but they are also frequently separated. Thus, 
, small farmer raises a few hogs, which, while 

oung and poor, are sold to one who fats them for 
the market. Both processes are profitable. Another 
portion of the proceeds, near 200,000 dollars, go to 
the coopers; another to the salt manufacturer; and 
another to the packers. The merchant’s profits are 
the excess of price paid in a foreign market, and 
is made upon the employment of his capital, united 
to his ekill and enterprise. [ Cin. Chron. 


SupeR1OoR couRT. W. Phillips vs. Seneca Stew- 
art and Isaac S. Hone. Important to special part- 
ners. This action was brought against the defend- 
ants on several promissory notes made by Seneca 
Stewart, one of the defendants, upon the purchase 
from him of laces and other goods, in March, 1836. 
The promissory notes were all signed by Seneca 
Stewart alone. To establish a claim against Mr. 
Hone, the other defendant, the plaintiff produced 
from the office of the county clerk, the papers filed 
there, according to the statute creating a limited 
partnership, from which it appeared that Mr. Hone 
had brought into the concern $30,000, and thus 
constituted himself a special partner, Seneca Stewart 
being the general partner. 

On this state of the case, Mr. Anthon, of counsel 
for the defendants, contended that the action was 
improperly brought—that a special partner could 
not be sued in this way with the general partner— 
that the action must be confined to the general part- 
ner alone. 

Cowlos and Wight were heard in reply. 

Oakley, J. A special partner cannot be sued 
upon any partnership debt, unless he has, by inter- 
meddling contrary to the statute, made himself a 
general partner. This is not pretended in this 
case. This contract is not the contract of Mr. 
Hone, as is alleged in the pleadings; he, as a spe- 
cial partner, cannot make a contract. The entire 
partnership fund rests in the general partner; he 
alone must be sued, and your execution can then go 
against the entire copartnership property. The 
special partner risks his capital, which answers the 
demands against the firm, as far as it goes. 

Mr. Anthon then moved a nonsuit. The opposite 
counsel, however, prayed that the points might be 
eserved for the consideration of the whole court. 

_ Oakley, J. I will reserve it; but I do not think 
it will do you any good. The law is clearly 
against you. [N. ¥. Courier & Enquirer. 


PRACTICAL SATIRE. We learn from a western 
paper that during a warm debate in the Ohio house 
of representatives, while the election of U.S, sena- 
tor was pending, a Mr. Kelly made a warm attack 
upon Mr. Glover, to which that gentleman replied 
that he would adjust the affair properly, out of the 
house, _On the Monday following, Mr. Kelly ap- 
peared in his place armed, the glittering hilt of a 
dirk projeeting ostentatiously from the folds of his 


a Mr. Yontz, also a member of the house, rigged 
‘imself out with an immense wooden dagger, leav- 
ing the hilt, made of corn-cob, with a button stuck 
in it by way of ornament, full in the view of the 
Spectators. Mr. Yontz placed himself by the side 
of Mr. Kelly, and occasionally preserving profound 
ate lugged out the timber dagger and laid it on 

desk before him. Much laughter was of course 
created, and the individual who had really armed 


imself, 2 , 
Pas became thoroughly ashamed of his 


oe 


og RESBYTERIAN cHurcH. There are 128 church- 
08 in the connection, 1,792 ordained ministers, and 
. licentiates, making of preachers in all, 2,225. 
ante are 250 candidates for the ministry under the 
oie of the churches. There are 2,807 churches, fo 
ich were added of communicants the past-year, 

Y examination, 11,313; whole number of commu- 


ime cost of pork is paid to the farmers. Among g 


the last year, 2,739; number of baptized 11,080. 
Funds raised for missions $118,148 97; education, 
$72,554 62; for theological seminaries, $23,390 85 
for commissioners, $4,576 79; for contingent fund 
of general assembly $856 08. 





THE SLAVE TRADE. The following is an extract 
from a letter dated Sierra Leone, Dec. 18, 1836. 


The most recent captures of slave vessels are two 
which have just arrived here, made by the Rolla 
under the new treaty, and two by the Vestal, from 
the West Indies. The slave trade is carried on to 
a greater extent than ever, and all under the Portu- 
uese flag. There have been sent into this harbor 
in the year 1836, 54 slavers, 44 of which are actu- 
ally condemned. The Columbine has captured 
the Veloz, a large brig, with 508 slaves; she has 
arrived. The new Portuguese treaty will do little 
toward extirpating the slave trade; the only effective 
mode would be to declare it piracy. The slavers 
now in the rivers, where they embark their cargoes, 
have landed their slave decks, fittings and irons, 
and wi!l only ship them again when the slaves are 
on the beach, and arrangements have been already 
made with American vessels to bring these fitments 
of a slave vessel from Havanna, or Rio de Janeiro. 





OFFICIAL. 
By the president of the United States of America. 
A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas, by an act of congress of the 7th of 
June, 1836, it was enacted that when the Indian ti- 
tle to all the lands lying between the state of Mis- 
souri and the Missouri river should be extinguish- 
ed, the jurisdiction over said land should be ceded 
by the said act to the state of Missouri, and the 
western boundary of said state should be then ex- 
tended to the Missouri river, reserving to the Unit- 
ed States the original right of soil in said Jands, and 
of disposing of the same; and whereas, it was in 
and by the said act provided that the same should 
not take effect until the president should by procla- 
mation declare that the Indian title to said lands had 
been extinguished, nor until the state of Missouri 
should have assented to the provisions of the said 
act: 

And whereas, an act was passed by the general 
assembly of the state of Missouri on the 16th of 
December, 1836, expressing the assent of the said 
state to the provisions of the said act of congress, 
a copy of which act of the general assembly, duly 
authenticated, has been officially communicated to 
this government, and is now on file in the depart- 
ment of state: 


Now, THEREFORE, I, MARTIN VAN BU- 
REN, president of the United States of America, 
do, by this my proclamation, declare and make 
known, that the Indian title to all the said lands ly- 
ing between the state of Missouri and the Missou- 
ri river, has been extinguished, and that the said 
act of congress of the 7th of June, 1836, takes ef- 
fect from the date hereof. 

Given under my hand at the city of Wash- 
ington, this 28th day of March, A. D. 
[u. s.] 1837, and of the independence of the Unit- 
ed States of America the sixty-first. 
MARTIN VAN BUREN. 
By the president: 
JoHN Forsytu, secretary of state. 


OFFICIAL. 
Notice to claimants under the convention with the king 
of the French of the 4th July, 1831. 
Treasury department, March 27, 1837. 
In consequence of a resolution of congress, ap- 
proved 3d March, 1837, and annexed, authorising 
this department to correct a clerical mistake which 
occurred in an award of the commissioners under 
said convention, notice is hereby given to said 
claimants, that the net proceeds of the fifth and 
sixth instalments, payable under said convention, 
will be divided among the several persons in whose 
favor awards have been rendered, in the mode stat- 
ed in the certificates issued by the department, 
agreeably to the proportion which each award will 
bear to the sum of nine millions three hundred and 
sixty-two thousand one hundred and ninety-three 
dollars and forty-seven cents, ($9,362,193 47), the 
whole amount of the awards, as now corrected, by 
virtue of said resolution of congress, and not to the 
sum of $9,352,193 47, as stated in the certificates 
heretofore issued on the awards rendered by said 
commissioners. 
The net proceeds of the fifth instalment under 
said convention will then be ascertained = Regd 
to the terms of the act for carrying into effect the 
said convention, and by deducting also from said in- 
stalment, sufficient to make good the amount which 


of the first four instalments, in case the clerical 
mistake before mentioned had not occurred. 
LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 


Resolution authorising the secretary of the treasury 
to correct a clerical error in the award of the 
commissioners under the treaty with France of 
eighteen hundred and thirty-one. . 

Resolved by the senate and e of representatives 
of the United States of America in congress assem- 
bled, That the secretary of the treasury be, and he 
hereby is, authorised and directed, in making the 
payment of the two last instalments to the claim- 
ants under the treaty with France of July 4, eigh- 
teen hundred and thirty-one, to correct a clerical 
mistake which occurred in the award of the com- 
missioners in the case of the claim of the Union 
bank of Maryland; by which mistake the sum of ten 
thousand dollars, awarded to said bank, has gone to 
the use of all the other claimants; and that he correct 
such mistake by making the proper alteration in the 
proportion to be paid to the several claimants in the 
said two last instalments, so that all the claimants 
shall obtain their just proportion of the whole in- 
demnity, and no more. 

Approved, March 3, 1837. 

OFFICIAL. 
Circular to certain collectors of the customs, comman- 
ders of revenue cutters, and other persons. 
Treasury department, March 10, 1837. 

With the view of obtaining information in regard 
to “the Sip iggy of establishing a system of telc- 
graphs for the United States,” in compliance with 
the request contained in the annexed resolution of 
the house of representatives, adopted at its last ses- 
sion, I will thank you to furnish the department 
with your opinion upon the subject. If leisure per- 
mits, you would oblige me by pointing out the man- 
ner, and the various particulars, in which the sys- 
tem may be rendered most useful to the govern- 
ment of the United States, and the public general- 
iy. It would be desirable, if in your power, to 
present a detailed statement as to the proper points 
for the location and distance of the stations froim 
each other, with general rules for the regulation of 
the system, together with your sentiments as to the 
propriety of connecting it with any existing de- 
partment of the government, and some definite idea 
of the pang with which intelligence could, ordi- 
narily, and, also, in urgent cases, be communicated 
between distant places. I wish you to estimate 
the probable expense of establishing and support- 
ing telegraphs, upon the most approved system, for 
any given distance, during any specified period. 

It would add to the interest of the subject if you 
would offer views as to the practicability of uniting 
with a system of telegraphs for communication in 
clear weather and in the day time, another for com- 
munication in fogs, by cannon or otherwise, and in 
o night, y the ane ne or by rockets, fires, &c. 

should be gratifie receiving your re 
the Ist of October next. r ey 7? 
LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 


CoNnGRESS OF THE UNITED STATEs, 
In the house of representatives, Feb. 3, 1837. 
Resolved, ‘That the secretary of the treasury be 
requested to report to the house of representatives, 
at its next session, upon the propriety of establisi- 
ing a system of telegraphs for the United States. 





BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Report of the committee of the legislature of Penn- 
sylvania on the subject of the United States bank. 

The committee appointed to inquire into the 
mode, manner and means by which the act of the 
18th of February, 1836, rechartering the bank of 
the United States, was passed, and also into the 
conduct of the stockholders and their agents, under 
said law, since the 3d of March, 1836, Re, respect- 
ae report: 

hat under a deep sense of the important nature 
of the inguiries committed to their charge, they 
have called before them and examined all the wit- 
nesses who, from their official stations, or from any 
other circumstances, they believed to be acquaint- 
ed with any material facts touching the matter of 
inquiry; and the result of that investigation they 
now proceed to submit to the house. It is pro- 
per to remark, that among the witnesses sald 
were five active and leading members of the last 
legislature, two of whom took exceptions to cer- 
tain expressions contained in the preamble of the 
resolution under which we act, as impugning the 
character of the members of the last legislature 
and on that ground protested against the right of 
the committee to examine them as witnesses,— 
They, however, eventually waived their objections 
and ‘answered the interrogations of the committee. 
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observe, that the protests of the witnesses are 
founded on a misapprehension of the intent and 
meaning of the words of the preamble, which, 
properly understood, contains no reflection on the 
character of the last legislature, but simply an ex- 
pression of opinion in reference to the character 
of the present house of representatives. This ex- 
planation the committee have deemed due, both 
to the witnesses @ifti to themselves. By referring 
to the preamble and resolution, the committee were 
satisfied that they were appointed to make the in- 
quiries designated, independent of the act of as- 
cine incorporating the bank; and that conse- 
quently that instit:tion was no direct legal party to 
its proceedings, and not entitled to notice of them, 
or to be present and participate in them. Accord- 
ingly» the committee gave no notice to the officers 
f the bank, but conducted the investigation as if 
they were not bound to recognise its existence, or 
to resort to its officers for any information which 
they might le supposed officially to possess. 
he evidence which the committee have obtain- 
ed and thought worthy to be embodied in their 
proceedings, is plain and simple. In relation to 
the ‘mode, manner and means,” by which the act 
incorporating the bank of the United States of Penn- 
sylvania was passed, it is essentially as follows: 
or some time prior to the report of the bill in the 
house of representatives to ineorporate the bank, 
a number of the friends and advocates of that in- 
stitution, expressed great anxiety that it should be 
chartered by Pennsylvania. The agitation of this 
subject commenced some time after the election 
of governor Ritner, and was urged or towards ac- 
complishment until the 5th or 7th of J meee he 1836; 
when John H. Walker and E. F. Pennypacker, the 
one chairman of the committee on banks, and the 
other chairman of the committee on ways and 
means, addressed a joint letter to Mr. Biddle, pre- 
sident of the bank, inquiring on what terms the 
bank would be willing to accept of a charter from 
Pennsylvania, and what bonus it would be willing 
to pay. To this letter Mr. Biddle returned an an- 
swer stating the terms on which he thought the 
stockholders would accept of a charter, which do 
not much vary from those contained in the act of 
assembly; and also the amount of bonus, which 
was much Jess than that contained in the bill as 
it finally passed. This letter was not produced to 
the committee; it is said to have passed into the 
hands of John H. Walker, who, or whether any 
particular person originated the measure of incor- 
orating the bank, has not been shewn, but this 
letter is the first step that is proved to have been 
taken on the part, either of any member of the le- 
gislature or of the bank. Mr. Biddle, in a letter 
recently addressed to J. Q. Adams, denominates 
this letter of Messrs. Walker and Pennypacker, ‘a 
formal application,” on the aah of the legislature, 
to the bank, to accept of a charter. In this, it ap- 
pears he entirely misunderstood the nature of the 
communication. This letter was written by these 
gentlemen, not as chairmen of those committees, 
but as private members, on their own responsibi- 
lity, and without the knowledge either of the house, 
or of the committees of which they were chair- 
men. Although there was not a “formal applica- 
tion” of the legislature, the reply to it was the 
first action on the part of the bank upor the sub- 
ject, so far as the testimony taken by the com- 
inittee shews, 

The letter ot Mr. Biddle when received, was 
kept in the hands of a few; the fact that it had been 
received, communicated to none. but the friends of 
the measure. In the mean time a bill to incorporate 
the bank was maturing. 

Those opposed to it were held in profound ig- 
norance of what was going forward, and finally on 
the 19th of January, 1836, a bill, No. 112, was re- 
ported in the house of representatives, by Mr. Ste- 
vens, from the committee on “inland navigation 
and internal improvement,” entitled “an act to re- 
peal the state tax, and to continue and repeal the 
improvements of the state, by rail road and canals, 
and for other purposes”—which bill under the po- 

ular guise of repealing the state tax, and continu- 
ing and extending the improvements of the state, 
was in facta bill to incorporate the stockholders 
of the bank of the United States, although the most 
important part of it was not even referred to in the 
title. 

This bill was made the order for the next day 
after it was reported, and passed the third reading 
on the 29th of January, 1836. The following day 
it was presented to the senate for concurrence, and 
on the 15th of February, passed the third reading, 
and on the 18th of February, 1836, was approved 
by the governor, and in due form became a law. 

Not asingle petition had been presented to either 
house in favor of incorporating the bank. Stron 
and repeated expressions of opinion against it had 


been made by the people at every election when | 
this matter was fairly brought before them. 

A proposition to take the sense of the people 
upon it at the election to be held for the choice of 
members to the convention to frame amendments 
to the constitution, was rejected. 

Under this peculiar state of things, the passage of 
this bill was attended with the most vehement 
burst of indignation on the part of those who had 
opposed the bank. eri, been introduced and 
passed in the manner already described, it was ho- 
nestly believed by many that unfair and corrupt 
means were employed by the bank to procure the 
ee of the bill granting it a charter. This be- 
ief was much strengthened by the fact that during 
the pending of the bill before the legislature, many 
persons feeling deeply interested in the success of 
the measure were present in Harrisburgh, and in 
some instances urging the measure with great zeal 
—and who, by the additional fact that the state 
tax thus purporting to be repealed, would have ex- 
pired in a few days by its own limitation, and that 
the bonus was distributed among so many different 
objects, and in so many different parts of the state, 
as to carry the appearance of attempting to influ- 
ence the people into a sanction of the measure, by 
a liberal distribution of its favors. 

The bank bill accordingly met with immediate 
and determined opposition. Large assemblages of 
the people passed resolutions against it, called for 
an investigation of the means ysed to obtain its 
charter, denounced those who voted for it, and the 
election last fall mainly turned on that question, 
throughout the state. The result was the decided 
triumph of those who disapproved of the bank, and 
called for investigation. 

More than two-thirds of the members of the house 
of representatives, were elected by voters who de- 
manded the inguiry, who believed that it was due 
to the people, the last legislature and the bank, to 
probe this subject to the bottom, and if guilt and 
corruption were discovered, to proclaim it in the 
indignant voice of an outraged people, and if no 
guilt or corruption were discovered, to proclaim that 
too, in the bold spirit of candor and justice. The 

eople are always just. They are not more inflex- 
ible in punishing the guilty, than they are magnan- 
imous in acquitting the innocent. Their suspi- 
cions were justly awakened; and for more than a 
year they have been unceasingly calling for an in- 
quiry into this matter. In obedience therefore to 
die Keown wishes of a large majority of the people 
of this commonwealth, this committee was appoint- 
ed. The committee entered upon the duty with a 
determination to do justice to all parties involved 
and have given the subject all that attention which 
a due regard to its importance, and the other duties 
devolving upon them as members of the house of 
representativés would permit, and they are free in 
saying that no evidence has been given which 
would go to implicate either the officers of the bank, 
or any member of the legislature of using any cor- 
rupt means to procure the act of incorporation. 

Your committee did not find it possible, in con- 
sistency with the other duties devolving on them, 
to visit the city of Philadelphia, nor did they as a 
committee of the house of representatives, conceive 
it to be proper in them to call on the officers of the 
bank, for an exhibition of their books and papers. 
They therefore called such persons before them at 
this place, as they had reason to believe would be 
able to give evidence, which would be important to 
the inquiry. 

In regard to the conduct of the stockholders and 
the agents of the bank, since the passage of the act 
of the 18th of February, 1836, the evidence taken 
before the committee, establishes the following 
facts: 

First. It has been satisfactorily proved that the 
bank has established agencies in the cities of New 
York, New Orleans and elsewhere out of this state, 
although it has not appeared in evidence that any 
portion of the capital of the bank, heretofore in the 
use of the people of this commonwealth, has been 
abstracted, yet one of the leading arguments in fa- 
vor of the passage of the bill, was to increase the 
amount of capital in Pennsylvania; in this the in- 
ducement held out has not been realized. 

Second. It is also established that the bank of 
the United States, chartered by the last legislature, 
has been in the habit of paying out the five dollar 
and other notes of the bank of the United States 
which was chartered by congress. 

In the sixth article of the 4th section of the act 
of incorporation by the legislature of this state, 
there is the following provision: ‘And the notes 
and bills which shall be issued by order of the said 
corporation, or under its authority, shall be binding 
upon it, and those made payable to order, shall be 
assignable by endorsement, but none shall be issued 
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‘sas their own notes,” it was a manifest Violation 
its charter. It is said, however, that such ei 
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were not issued as their own notes, but x 
the same way they would pay out the notes 

other bank. i of any 
this right exists; and if it does not, wh 
should be provided to prevent a recurrence, 


the transfer which took place, of the efttects 
old bank to the new. 
congress, did not possess the right to issue 

after the expiration of its charter; and it is 0}, 
it could not confer on others a right it did not 
possess. 
expired on the 3d of March, 1836, as ap 
the 7th section of said act. By the 21st section 
the same act it is provided that, notwithstang), 
the expiration of the term for which the said Corpo. 
ration was chartered, it shall be lawful to use th, 
corporate name, style and capacity for the PUrpose 
of suits for the final settlement and liquidation of 
affairs and accounts of the corporation, and for th. 
sale and disposition of their estate, real, person, 
and mixed, but not for any other purpose, or in any 
other name whatsoever, nor for a period exceeding 
two years after the said term of incorporation. 4) 
the powers they possessed by the old bank, afto, 
the 3d of March, 1836, was to settle and wind , 

its affairs. It has no authority to reissue its notes, 
and possessing no such power itself, it was impos. 
sible to transfer any such power to its assignee, 


after the grant of its charter was in the practice of 
purchasing, or rather as the witness termed it, 
ceiving from their customers at a discount of one 
per cent. bank nctes of our state institutions. 


above noted relative to the ‘‘conduct of the stock. 
holders and their agents since the passage of the 
act of incorporation,” should be considered as vio. 
lations of its charter, the committee do not pretend 





of a less denomination than ten dollars.”’ 
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at remedy 


It could have derived no such right by Virtue of 
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he bank, as chartered 1° 
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The act of incorporation of the old ba 


Pears from 


Third. It is in proof that the bank for some time 
Whether this or any of the other two points 


to determine. They will only say, that in the pu. 
ticulars mentioned, the bank has exercised a doubt. 
ful power, to say the least of it. Your, committe 
believe the legislature possess full power to repeal 
the charter of any bank, when it appears to have 
wilfully violated its charter, or that its existence is 
dangerous to the liberties or happiness of the people 
of this commonwealth. ah 

It is a principle of justice recognized in all a: 
vilized nations, that fraud vitiates any contract en- 
tered into between the public and private citizens, 
and between private citizens themselves. 

Or if fraud should not exist, nor even be allegei, 
yet if it is found that the existence of any corpon- 
tion is prejudicial to the liberty or happiness of tle 
people, no doubt exists of the power of the legis 
ture to repeal its charter. If this be not so, the 
people of Pennsylvania are in a condition no better 
than that of the «Medes and Persians where lav 
altered not.”” The people have never delegated to 
their representatives a power to bind thes in per 
petual chains, contrary to their will. If this be nd 
so, then the legislature have it constantly in thei 
power to barter away, or transfer, all the liberti 
and privileges the people possess. 

Your committee cannot close this report without 
adverting to the conviction they honestly enteriall, 
of the evils which are calculated to result to tle 

ublic, from the principles upon which the bank. 
ing system appears to be understood. Unless ¢ 
fective guards are speedily introduced, experien 
shows the tendency of this system to benefit ¢ 
clusively the rich, to the great injury of all other 
classes of the community. By over issues of pap 
money, by exacting heavy premiums on dralts 


drawn on other places, by affording facilities a 


speculation to a favored few, they have it in thet 
power, at once to increase their wealth, and” 
grind and oppress the enterprising farmer, trades 
man and mechanic of moderate means. ai. 
In a country like ours such a state of thing 
ought not to exist. Exclusive privileges should 
granted to no one class of individuals which +‘ 
be brought to bear upon or injuriously affect ha 
interests of any other portion of the commut! y 
and entertaining these views, although they do re 
strictly speaking come within the sphere of the J» 
ties assigned to this committee, they have been 7 
duced to express them, and to indulge the hops 
that measures will ere long be adopted in this wn 
monwealth to arrest the progress of this dangero® 
spirit of monopoly, and to establish efficient ant 
tion guards, and rear impenetrable rainparts ot 
and about the rights and privileges of the peop a 
In view of the early meeting of the conven 
deriving its functions from the people, and eo 
with much more enlarged power than the lege 
ture, the grave and important subjects reg a 
with the banking system, which has now beco 
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-ntimately interwoven with the concerns of the 
inti wealth, will doubtless claim their deliberate 
om eration, and an introduction by that body 
ware constitution, of such restrictions and limi- 
ae poth as regards the armount of capital, lia- 
ae and issues of paper, as in their wisdom, 
67 be deemed prudent, would tend to correct 
Ng of the evils, which, in the opinion of this 
spite, now exist in the system of banking and 
also limiting the denominations of notes to $10, 
y ch good, in the opinion of your committee would 
vault therefrom, in guarding the interests of the 
‘amunity against sudden fluctuations in the mo- 

market, and in making gold and silver the 
Fipal circulating medium. As the committee 
sign herewith to report all the testimony taken 
wring the investigation, the _have thought it ex- 
‘edient to be as concise in this report as possible, 

.q therefore in conclusion barely offer the follow- 
g resolution: 

Resowwed, ‘That the committee be discharged from 
1 further consideration of the subject. 


THE MILITARY COURT OF INQUIRY. 
OFFICIAL—GENERAL ORDER NO. 13. 

HEAD QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 

Adj’t gen’s office, Washington, March 21, 1837, 

The following order has been received from the 

var department, and is published for the informa- 
ion of all concerned. 

By order of major ex MAcomB: 
. JONES, adj’t gen. 





War department, March 21, 1837. 

A court of inquiry, of which major general Ma- 
omb is president, commenced at the city of Frede- 
ick, Maryland, on the 28th of November, 1836, 
pursuant to general orders Nos. 65 and 68 of that 
vear, forthe purpose of inquiring and examining in- 
o the causes of the failure of the campaigns in 
Florida against the Seminole Indians, under the 
ommand of major general Gaines and of major 
peneral Scott, in 1836; and the causes of delay in 
opening and prosecuting the campaign in Georgia 
und Alabama against the hostile Creek Indians in 
836, and into every subject connected with the 
military operations of those campaigns; also, to in- 
quire and examine into the unauthorised reports and 
publications of the officers of the army. 

The court, after duly examining all the testimony 
offered in the several cases, pronounced the follow- 
ing opinions thereon: 

Ist. Opinion of the court in reference to the failure of 
the campaign in Florida, conducted by major gene- 
ral Scott, in 1836, 

“The court finds, from a review of the testimony 
hat major general Scott was ordered on the 21st of 

anuary totale the direction of the Florida war, with 
full authority to organize a regular and volunteer 
ore sufficient, in his judgment, with a view to 
bring the war to a speedy termination. That, un- 
ier this order, he proceeded to Augusta, Georgia, 

where he arrived near the last of January, and com- 

menced organizing the service. That he proceeded 
hence to Milledgevilie for the purpose of consulting 
the governor of Georgia on the subject of the Creek 
difficulties, and in hastening the preparations for 
operations in Florida. That he returned to Augus- 
taon the 6th of February, and arrived at Savannah 
on the 9th, where he was occupied in regulating the 
Supplies and movements of the troops for Florida 
until the 20th. That he arrived at Picolata on the 
22d, and was detained there until the 9th of March, 
awaiting the arrival of troops, both regular and vo- 
lunteers, also transportation and supplies; and in 
forwarding the same to Fort Drane ad Volusia; his 
plan of campaign being to move in three divisions 
simultaneously rom Fort Drane, Volusia, and Tam- 

Pa, upon the Wythlacoochee, the stronghold of the 

enemy. That, on the 9th of March, general Scott 

Proceeded to Fort Drane, with a small escort, with 

Supplies for the relief of general Gaines’ forces 

onthe Wythlacoochee, and arrived at Fort Drane 

about the 14th, where he was detained until the 

«oth, to give time for the left wing and centre of his 

army to put themselves in position, and also in 

awaiting the arrival of supplies, to enable him to 

Commence operations; these supplies were delayed 

for the want of additional means of transportation, 

momentarily expeeted from Savannah; the few teams 
already in use being nearly exhausted by the bad 

State of the roads, and the constant and heavy labor 

imposed upon them. On the 26th of March, gene- 

ral Scott commenced his movement from Fort 

Drane for the Wythlacoochee with the right wing 

of his command, consisting of about 1,968 regular 

and volunteer troops, and with eighteen days’ ra- 
tions; that he reached Camp Izard, on the Wyth- 
acoochee, on the morning of the 28th, where the 

‘ndians, from the opposite bank of the river, fired 


cominenced crossing the river the next morning at 
4 o’clock; during the crossing, the rear division was 
attacked, but the enemy was driven. On the morn- 
ing of the 30th, the ariny, having crossed, proceed- 
ed up the river in search of the enemy, whom they 
discovered about 10 o’clock, in small parties, on an 
island in a chain of lakes; the troops advanced to 
the attack, when the Indians retired, and were pur- 
sued about four miles, but not overtaken. ‘The 
next morning the Indians were again discovered on 
another island, surrounded by broad and wet savan- 
nahs, and so boggy that it was with difficulty the 
troops could struggle through them. The Indians 
were attacked, dislodged, and pursued three or four 
miles, when they eluded the pursuit by crossing the 
river. In this pursuit the troops became several 
times engaged, but the enemy was always dislodg- 
ed and driven from the hammocks. Finding it im- 
Be papige to pursue the enemy across the river, and 

eing twenty-four hours without provisions, the 
troops returned to their baggage train and encamp- 
ed. On the Ist of April, the troops proceeded on 
the march, and established a post of observation 
called Fort Cooper, at the south eastern extremity 


. | of a chain of lakes, leaving there a part of the force, 


with seventeen days’ provisions, and reserving only 
enough subsistence to carry the remainder to Tam- 
pa Bay, where they arrived on the 5th of April, af- 
ter a fatiguing and difficult march, making the road 
the whole distance. The loss of the troops in the 
several recontres was 4 killed and 9 wounded. 
“The left wing, under general Eustis, after 
scouring the country between St. Augustine and 
Volusia, via Tomoca, commenced crossing the St. 
John’s at Volusia on the 22d of March, when it was 
attacked by the enemy, who was repelled at all 
points, and retreated to his fastnesses, after a loss 
on the part of the troops of three killed and nine 
wounded. One Indian was found dead, and evi- 
dences of four others being thrown into the river. 
On the 24th, a subaltern’s command of mounted men 
fell in with a party of twelve or fifteen Indians, and 
killed two. On the 25th, the left wing, consisting 
of four companies of United States artillery, col. 
Goodwyn’s mounted regiment, col. Brisbane’s regi- 
ment of foot, and Elmon’s volunteers, concentrated, 
and, on the 26th, commenced the march for Pilakli- 
kaha, by the upper crossing of the Ocklawaha, with 
1,400 men, and thirteen days’ rations, leaving at 
Volusia two of Brisbane’s companies. The route 
being difficult, the troops made only seven miles,by 
the evening of the 27th and were obliged to build 
bridges over the Ocklawaha, the Wythlacoochee, 
and one intermediate stream. On the 29th, after 
crossing the Ocklawaha, an Indian of note, Ayah 
Hajah, was killed by colonel Shelton, who was 
wounded. On the 30th, the advance was attacked 
at Oakahumpkey swamp, and three men killed; the 
hammocks were scoured, and the Indians dicover- 
ed, and driven into a swamp, inaccessible to the 
troops, one of whom was wounded. The enemy 
retreated whenever the troops approached to with- 
in 200 yards. Onreaching Pilaklikaha, the villa- 
ges were found to have been abandoned perhaps 
for several weeks; cattle and ponies were abundant 
in the neighborhood; the houses and fences were 
burnt by the ae It being impossible to obtain 
provisions from Fort King, and the horses being too 
much exhausted to draw provisions from Volusia, 
and general Scott having crossed the Wythlacoo- 
chee south on the 28th, with the right wing, the left 
wing moved on the main road from Fort King to 
Tampa, where the horse of that wing arrived on the 
5th of April, leaving the foot at a position fifteen 
miles from that place. ' 

“The centre, under colonel Lindsay, consisting 
of from 1,000 to 1,200 men, organized at Tampa 
aboutthe 13th of March. Large fires being dis- 
covered in the direction of the Alafia, the battalion 
of Florida volunteers was sent in that direction, 
where they surprized a party of Indians, killing 
three, and capturing six ponies. On the 15th, the 
centre moved upon the Hillsborough, on the main 
road to Fort King, and, on the 20th, established a 
post called Fort Alabama, with a view of bringing 
supplies near to the scene of hostilities in the direc- 
tion of the Wythlacoochee, leaving there the Florida 
battalion under major Read, the remainder of the 
troops marching back to Fort Brooke, (Tampa), 
where a despatch was received from gen. Scott, 
giving the plan of the campaign, and requiring the 
centre to be at Chickuchatty by the 25th to co-ope- 
rate. On the 22d, the march was commenced, the 
battalion at Fort Alabama was taken up, leaving at 
that post one company and thirty sick. The route 
lay through a hilly country, abounding in ham- 
mocks. After passing Elochuto, the Indians, iak- 
ing advantage of their coverts, began to annoy the 
rear and flanks of the column; a flanker was killed, 
and another wounded, whilst passing a dense ham- 





into the camp. Preparations being made, the troops 


mock. The hammock was scoured, and the Indians 
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driven out. During the night, at the encampment, 
parties of the troops were fired on by the Indians 
from a hammock contiguous to a pond which 
furnished water for the troops; the Indians where 
dispersed by a round of canister. On the 27th, the 
Indians still continuing their annoying attacks, al- 
ways firing from ambush, one of our men was killed, 
and two wounded. The column halted at noon, 
when an attack was made upon the rear, but, upon a 
brisk return of the fire, the Indians disappeared. 
On the 28th, when encamped at Fort Broadnax, 
near the Chickuchatty, the Indians commenced a 
fire on the horses, and the party guarding them. <A 
detachment was sent out, which drove the enemy 
without loss to the troops. On the 30th, provisions 
being scarce, two parties of mounted men were sent 
in pursuit of cattle, covered by a force of two hun- 
dred and fifty men; they brought in a supply suffi- 
cient for four days. During that day, the friendly 
Indians attached to the command killed a chief call- 
ed Charley Fixico, a leader of about eighty-five 
men. That night the sentinels were fired upon 
occasionally, and also on the 31st, but without in- 
jury. On the same day, an attempt was made to 
procure more beef. Being sixty miles from the de- 
pot with barely enough provisions to reach it, with- 
out any prospect of being able to keep the field, for 
the purpose of co-operation, and having obtained no 
response to the signals made for eight days in suc- 
cession, colonel Lindsay deemed it advisable to re- 
turn to Tampa, where he arrived on the night of the 
4th of April. Inthe interval between the depar- 
ture from, and return to, Fort Alabama, that post 
was attacked by a force of between three and four 
hundred Indians, which resulted in a loss on the 
part of the troops, after an action of two hours and 
twenty minutes, of one killed and two wounded; 
the supposed loss of the enemy was fifteen killed. 
The enemy continued to lay around the works in 
considerable force, both day and night, until the re. 
turn of the centre column. 
“The several columns which arrived at Tampa 
about the 5th of April, remained at that place until 
the 14th, for the purpose of recruiting the men and 
horses, which had become much exhausted from the 
heat of the weather, and the fatiguing and difficult 
marches. The army was here divided into five de- 
tachments. Col. Smith, with the Louisiana volun- 
teers, was detached to Charlotte harbor and up 
Pease creek, accompanied by a naval force, when, 
after operating some days up the country, and disco- 
vering no Indians, he returned to Tampa, and thence 
to New Orleans, where the volunteers were dis- 
charged. 

‘The Florida volunteers, under major Read, were 
sent to the mouth of the Wythlacoochee, to operate 
up that river. The object of this expedition was 
not effected, and the troops were conveyed to St. 
Mark’s and Tallahassee, where they were dis- 
charged. 

“The right wing, under general Clinch, consist- 
ing of 278 artillery, 43 cssmounted dragoons, 202 
infantry, 189 Augusta volunteers, and 140 mounted 
men, marched for Fort Drane via Fort Cooper, on 
the Wythlacoochee, making short marches in con- 
sequence of the heat of the weather, and the debili- 
tated condition of the horses. On the 18th (three 
miles from Fort Cooper) general Clinch despatched 
two companies with light wagons, with instructions 
to major Cooper to join him. The detachment was 
fired upon from ahammock, and one lieutenant and 
a private severely wounded. The enemy fled. 
Fort Cooper had been invested from the 5th to the 
17th of April, with a loss of one killed and five 
wounded: the force of the enemy estimated at 250. 
On the 22d one of the flankers was fired on from a 
hammock, when prompt pursuit was made but witb- 
out effect, the Indians retiring through a thick un- 
dergrowth. Tha@troops reached Fort Drane on the 
25th, the men and horses much exhausted by sick- 
ness and the heat of the weather. Another day’s 
march would have occasioned the abandoning the 
train. Fifteen horses and mules died on the road, 
and eight were turned out that could not be got 
along by leading. The term of service of the vo- 
lunteers having expired, they returned fo their 
homes. On the 20th the enemy made an attack on 
Fort Drane, but were repulsed by the garrison— 
they carried off some negroes and horses. 

“The left wing, accompanied by general Scott, 
moved, via Pilaklikaha and the upper crossing of 
the Ocklawaha, for Volusia. On the night of the 
22d of April, the camp was fired upon by a party of 
six or eight Indians. They were pursued at day- 
light, without any result. On the 24th a party of 
the enemy was met, but with no other result than 
the capture of their horses and packs, the enem 
escaping into the hammocks. A body of the left 
wing reached Volusia on the 25th. All the volun- 
teers of the left wing marched under col. Goodwyn 











for St. Augustine on the 28th, via Tomoka. The 
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regulars were left to garrison Volusia, and superin- 
tend the evacuation of the post, which had become 
very sickly. 

“The centre column, under colonel Lindsay, mo- 
ved for the forks of the Wythlacoochee. Passing 
over the Hillsborough, a wagoner was killed by the 
Indians, and, on that night, the Alabama regiment 
was fired on and a sentinel wounded. The remain- 
der of the march was effected without annoyance 
from the enemy. No signs of Indians were disco- 
vered on the Wythlacoochee. Being encumbered 
with the sick, the troops returned to Fort Alabama. 


The wagon train was insufficient for the removal of 


the sick alone to Tampa, and the absorption of the 
post of Fort Alabama was necessarily deferred until 
the army could return with its transportation from 
Tampa, relieved from the encumbrance of the sick. 
The march to Tampa was uninterrupted by the 
enemy; and, after resting a day and a half, colonel 
Chisholm, with the Alabama regiment, and four 
companies of infantry, and twenty artillery, return- 
ed to remove all the public property and stores from 
Fort Alabama. The troops reached Fort Alabama, 
and on their return march, were attacked about 
three o’clock in the afternoon of the 27th, as the ad- 
vance guard was preparing to cross Tholonotosassa 
creek; the Indians firing from a dense covert on the 
front and both flanks of the column. The fire was 
vigorously returned by the troops, and, after twelve 
or thirteen rounds from a field piece, colonel Foster 
at the head of the infantry, charged into the ham- 
mock, attacked, and drove the Indians, estimated 
at three hundred, and thus put an end to the conflict 
which had been kept up for an hour, resulting in a 
loss, on the part of the troops, of five killed and 
twenty-four wounded. .The troops reached Tampa 
the next day, and the volunteers returned to their 
homes; the rainy season having set in, and the 
weather so hot as to render it impossible to keep the 
field without a great sacrifice of life. 

“The strength of the enemy during the campaign 
is estimated by general Scott not to exceed 1,200 
fighting men; and he is of opinion that not more 
than 500 had at any time, since the commencement 
of hostilities, been brought within the same ten 
miles square; and that, in all his operations for thir- 
ty days, no party larger than 130 had been found; 
but that parties from 10 to 30 had been encounter- 
ed almost every where. 

‘After the return of the troops from Tampa to 
their several positions, general Scott deemed it ne- 
cessary, in consequence of the extreme heat of the 
weather, and the sickness of the troops, to put 
them into summer quarters, which was approved 
by the secretary of war, in a letter of the Sth of 
May from the adjutant general, and thus closed the 
campaign. 

“The court, after a full consideration of the fore- 
going facts, and the testimony from which they are 
drawn, comes to the following opinion: 

“The court, after a careful review of the great 
mass of testimony taken in the foregoing investiga- 
tion, finds that major general Scott was amply 
clothed with authority to create the means of pro- 
secuting the Seminole war to a successful issue; 
but is of opinion that, at the time he was invested 
with the command, the season was too far advanced 
for him to collect, appoint and put in motion his 
forces, until a day too late to compass the object. 
It appears, that, after using great diligence and en- 
ergy, he was not in a condition te take the field 
and enter the eneimy’s strongholds, before the 28th of 
March, and then without sufficient means for trans- 
porting the necessary supplies te enable him to re- 
main there long enough to seek out the scattered 
forces of the enemy. 

“The court, therefore ascribe the failure of the 
campaign to the want of time to operate. The in- 
salubrity of the climate after the middle of April. 
The impervious swamps and hammocks that abound 
in the country occupied by the enemy, affording 
him cover and retreat at every step. An absence 
of all knowledge by the general, or any part of his 
forces, of the topography of the country, together 
with thedifficulty of obtaining, in time, the means 
of transporting supplies for the army. 

“The court is further of opinion, from the testi- 
mony of many officers of rank and intelligence, 
who served in the campaign, that major general 
Scott was zealous and indefatigable in the discharge 
of his duties, and that his plan of campaign was well 
devised, and prosecuted with energy, steadiness 
and ability. 
2d. Opinion of the court in reference to the delay in 

opening and prosecuting the campaign in Georgia 

and Alabama, against the hostile Creek Indians, in 

1836. 

«The court fiuds, from a careful review of the 
testimony, the following facts: That, under instruc- 
tions from the war department of the 16th May, 
general Scott arrived at Augusta from Florida on 





the 25th of May, on his way to take the direction 
of the Creek campaign, having, previously to leav- 
ing Florida, ordered essential stores from Picolata, 
St. Augustine, Charleston and Savannah, to Haw- 
kinsville, on the Ockmulgee, within seventy-five 
miles of Fort Mitchell; and had also ordered 
250,000 complete rations from New Orleans to the 
highest navigable point on the Chattahoochee; that 
he despatched ten wagons with subsistence from 
Augusta on the 28th May for Columbus, and ap- 
pees an agent, and sent him to Hawkinsville to 

asten on supplies and purchase subsistence; that 
he proceeded himself to Columbus, where he ar- 
rived on the 30th May, and directed the Georgia 
volunteers, already assembled there, about 1,500, 
to be mustered into service, and distributed over a 
line of forty miles on the river above and below 
Columbus, to prevent the escape of the Indians 
towards Florida, and also the employment of two 
armed steamers, cruising up and down the river for 
the same purpose. That on the Ist of June he or- 
dered geneyal Jesup to Montgomery, to take com- 
mand of the Alabama troops, and to operate up the 
country from a point below Irwinton. That he 
was engaged in organizing the Georgia militia, and 
collecting supplies and arms up to the 23d June. 
That on the 12th of June there had arrived at Co- 
Iumbus 3,300 Georgia volunteers, but not more 
than one-third were armed. That general Moore 
arrived at Irwinton about the 14th June, with 750 
mounted Alabamians, with a view of commencing 
operations forthwith; but that he was instructed by 

eneral Scott to await his arrival in that quarter. 

hat pier Jesup, unexpectedly to general Scott, 
arrived about the 17th of June in the neighborhood 
of Fort Mitchell, with the Alabama forces from 
Tuskegee, calling on general Scott for supplies, 
which had not then arrived from New Orleans.— 
That on the night of the 20th June 1,000 muskets 
arrived, and were distributed to the Georgia volun- 
teers on the 21st of June, who were immediately 
ordered to the mouth of the Cow-ag-gee creek, on 
the Chattahoochee, below the enemy. That com- 
panies of the regular troops commenced arriving on 
the 14th and to the 20th, when two battalions were 
marched down the river. The first detachment of 
marines arrived on the 23d, and marched immedi- 
ately below; the last detachment of marines arrived 
some days after. That general Scott left Colum- 
bus on the 23d to commence operations below, and 
was’actively engaged from that time until the 6th 
July, when he was recalled from his command by 
the instructions of the president of the 28th of June, 
and that he turned over the command to general 
Jesup on the 8th of July. 

“The court, after a full consideration of the fore- 
going facts, and of the testimony from which they 
are drawn, comes to the following opinion: 

“Upon a careful examination of the abundant 
testimony taken in the foregoing case, the court is 
of opinion that no delay, which it was practicable 
to have avoided, was made by major general Scott 
in opening the campaign against the Creek Indians. 
On the contrary, it appears that he took the earliest 
measures to provide arms, munitions and provi- 
sions for his forces, who were found almost wholly 
destitute; and as soon as arms could be put into the 
hands of the volunteers, they were, in succession, 
detached and placed in positions to prevent the 
enemy from retiring upon Florida, and whenever 
they could moved against the main body of the ene- 
my as soon as equipped for offensive operations. 

«From the testimony of the governor of Georgia, 
of major general Sanford, commander of the Geor- 
gia volunteers, and many other witnesses of high 
rank and standing, who were acquainted with the 
topography of the country, and the position and 
strength of the enemy, the court is of opinion that 
the plan of campaign, adopted by major general 
Scott, was well calculated to lead to successful re- 
sults, and that it was prosecuted by him, as far as 
practicable, with zeal and ability, until recalled 
from the command.” 
3d. Opinion of the court in reference to the failure of 

ihe campaign in Florida, conducted by major gen. 

Gaines, in 1836. 

“The court took up the testimony in reference 
to the campaign in Florida under major general 
Gaines, and, after a careful examination, find that 
major general Gaines, on receiving at Mobile, 
about the 17th of January, 1836, information of the 
massacre of major Dade and his command by the 
Seminole Indians in Florida, repaired with prompt- 
ness to the city of New Orleans, where he, with 
great zeal, organized a force of regular and volun- 
teer troops, amounting to about 1,100 men, and 
proceeded without delay to Tampa Bay, where he 
arrived about the 10th of February, and, after mak- 
ing preparations for the field, marched on the Fort 
King road on the 13th, and reached Dade’s battle 
gtound on the 20th, where he buried the: meritori- 





—$—————. 
ous dead with the honors of war. Ta 
ceeded for Fort King, where he arrived on the 5 
After drawing nine or ten days’ supply of sy} 
ence from Fort Drane, and receiving a smajj § 
ply of ammunition, he marched on the Wyti 
coochee, where he arrived on the 27th, and eno 7 
tered, the same day, the enemy across the river te 
sharp conflict of half an hour, when the troo 
withdrew for the night, after a loss of one kil] r 
and six wounded. On the morning of the 28th . 
troops marched down tie river to.a point two ee 
a half miles below, where it was understood i. 
crossing was practicable. Here the advance of the 
army was fired upon from across the river, and a 
action ensued, which continued until 12 9, | 
o’clock, in which lieutenant Izard was mort,j) 
wounded. The army here encamped that after 
noon, and an express was despatched by maj, gen, 
Gaines to general Clinch, or the officer commang. 
ing at Fort Drane; the troops in the mean ti, 
throwing up a slight breastwork of logs. On th 
morning of the 29th, at 9 or 10 o’clock, the enemy 
in force estimated at about 1,000 or 1,500 me)’ 
made an attack on three sides of the fortified cam 
which was continued for two hours, when he wit), 
drew, leaving one of his dead on the field. On hj, 
day another despatch was sent by major gener, 
Gaines to Fort Drane. From the 2d of March {, 
the 5th, the enemy made more or less spirited 4. 
tacks upon the camp; in which severa Conflicts 
the loss on the part of our troops amounted to some 
three killed nd about forty wounded. 

“On the night of the 5th of March, a Proposition 
was made from the woods, by the enemy for peace, 
On next day, a strong party of Indians appeared 
within five hundred or six hundred yards of the 
camp: a few of whom advanced with a flag to with. 
in one hundred and fifty to two hundred yards, an 
adjutant Barron, of the volunteers, was sent out tp 
confer with them, when they informed him they 
did not wish to fight any more, but wanted gener: 
Gaines to go away; upon which information, gene. 
ral Gaines sent out captain Hitchcock, who was x. 
companied by two or three officers, to hold a further 
conference with them. The Indians repeated to 
him their proposition for peace, and stated they 
had lost a great many of their men. Before the 
conference was finally closed, the advance of the 
troops under general Clinch came up, and con- 
menced a fire upon the Indians standing in the ret, 
when they and the chiefs in council fled, and cover: 
ed themselves in the hammocks, and were no more 
heard of up to the 10th of March, when the army 
(the command of which had been turned over by 
major general Gaines to general Clinch the day pre- 
ceding) fell back upon Fort Drane, where it arrived 
on the 11th. 

“The court, after carefully reviewing and colli 
ing the testimony of captains Hitchcock and Me- 
Call, colonel Twiggs, general Smith and others, in 
reference to the operations and peculiar situation of 
tae army at Camp Izard, finds it difficult to come 
to a conclusion as to the real causes of the failur: 
of the campaign. It appears, although the army 
was surrounded, and repeatedly assailed by the ene- 
my, in its fortified position, from the 29th February 
to the 5th March, and straitened in the means of 
subsistence, that, however important to the chiva: 
ry and reputation of the troops, no sally was mate 
to test the result of such a movement, which it is 
possible might have issued in the defeat and subjec- 
tion of the enemy, and have brought the war toi 
close. But the court, however, dying from sub: 
sequent events in prosecuting the war under other 
commanders, and the indomitable spirit of hostility 
evinced by the enemy, is of opinion that had a so’ 
tie been made by major general Gaines, though he 
might have been able to beat and drive the enew/ 
into the surrounding hammocks and swamps, they 
would have eluded pursuit, and retired to theif 
more remote fastnesses. But, if such had been the 
result of a sortie, major general Gaines had no 
the means of subsistence to have enabled him (0 
remain long enough in or about the Cove of the 
Wythlacoochee to seek out the enemy, and press 
the war to a successful conclusion. Still the cour!, 
without impugning the motives that influenced m* 
jor general Gaines, is of opinion that a sortie, u"- 
der all the circumstances of the case should have 
been made. 

“The court, therefore, in taking a full and impar 
tial view of all the circumstances appertaining 
the operations of major general Gaines at Camp 
Izard, is of opinion that the failure of the campalg" 
should rather be attributed to the want of the meats 
of subsistence to prosecute the war, than to the ¢0- 
tingent result of a sortie. 

“The attention of the court was next called to4 
consideration of the publication of m@jor general 
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Gaines’ official report of the 4th of July, 1836, 
the adjutant general, in the public prints. The fact 
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——. noe 
then pn. = its publication in the New Orleans Bulletin of 
D the 29, he 27th of September is admitted by major general 
of subsist. MB caines (28 will appear on the proceedings of the 
Mail syy. outrt) as authorise by him, and without any au- 
> Wythia. Minority but his own action. The court is not aware 
d encoun. Mithat its publication in the public journals as late as 
river, in he 27th September 1s 1n violation of any rule or 
he troo ee _,slation of the service; but is of opinion that all 
Ne killed [publications in the public prints, tending to excite 
€ 28th the malic opinion, or to produce recriminations be- 
two ang litween officers, are prejudicial to the interests of the 
‘Stood the HRpublic service, and injurious to the discipline of the 
NCE of the MMarmy. The publication of the official report of 
er, and ay FEmajor general Gaines after the 4th of July to the 
12 or | MiBadjutant eae is considered by the court as falling 
} Thortally under publications of this description by its per- 
that after. onal allusions. 
maj. gen, «The court cannot close its proceedings without 
command. fMEedvertiug to the strain of invective and vitupera- 
NaN tine MMMtion used by major general Gaines, in the language, 
On the Mltcenerally, of his summary of the evidence touching 
he enemy e operations of his Seminole campaign, particu- 
500 men, Marly that part of it couched in the following terms: 
fied camp, ‘The atrocious machinations of the second United 
n he with. ME States’ general officer, who has ever dared to aid and 
- On this ssist he open enemy of the republic in their opera- 
OF general ions against the United States’ forces employed in the 
arch {) Mmmprotection of the frontier people. The first great of- 
Dirited at. Pender was major general Benedict Arnold; the se- 
Conflicts Fecond, as your finding must show, ts major general 
2d to some Winfield Scott.’ Assertions, without facts or cir- 
umstances to sustain them, and unbecoming his 
TOposition (major general Gaines’) high rank and station; re- 
for peace, marks and assertions which the court condemns in 
appeared he most decided terms of reprehension. 
rds of the ME “The court, in continuation, feels itself compel- 
g to with. led to notice the censure in the official letters of ma- 
yards, and jor general Scott (spread upon the record of these 
sent out to Mproceedings) cast upon major general Gaines in re- 
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ference to his operations in Florida, and in a tone 
of language that could not be otherwise than offen- 
sive to the latter general; and in terms, the courtis 
of opinion, not called for under the circumstances 
of the case, and ought not to have been indulged 
in.” 

4th, Opinio of the court in reference to unauthoris- 

elreports and publications of officers of the army. 

“The court took into consideration a communi- 
cation from capt. Hitchcock, of the 11th of March, 
1336, to the hon. Mr. Lyon of Alabama, pub- 
lished in the Globe of the 2d of April, 1836, detail- 
ing the operations of major general Gaines in his 
canpaign against the Seminole Indians in Florida, 
in 1336, and finds that its publicity was made with 
the approbation of major general Gaines, and does 
not violate any regulation or rule of service; that it 
appears to be a narrative of facts assumed by the 
writer, without any comments or reflections injuri- 
ostothe public service; and the court cannot, 
therefore, see that there is any necessity for further 
investigation into the subject. 

“The judge advocate laid before the court a num- 
ber of “I'he Globe’ of the 8th of Aprii, 1836, con- 
taining a publication purporting to be from the pen 
of major general Jesup, commenting on the letter 
of captain Hitchcock of the 11th of March; also a 
letter of the 2d of June, addressed by capt. Hitch- 
cock to the editors of ‘The Globe,’ and published 
inthat paper of the 4th of June, in reply to the 
publication having the signature of major general 
Jesup. In viewing the contents of the letter of cap- 
tain Hiteheock of the 2d of June, it purports to be 
a justification of the premises assumed in his letter 
toMr. Lyon of the 11th of March, and contains 
hothing contrary to the regulations of the army. 

“The court was called to consider a publication 
made by captain McCall, addressed to the editor of 
the New Orleans ‘Bulletin,’ under date of the 18th 
of May, 1836, and published in the ‘Army and Na- 
vy Chronicle’ of the 11th of August, 1836; also, a 
postscript or notes to said letter, published in the 
‘Army and Navy Chronicle’ of the 29th of Septem- 
ber, 1336. The purport of the letter and postscript 
18 a detail or narrative of the campaign of major ge- 
neral Gaines against the Seminole Indians, in Flo- 
rila, in 1336. But as the publications were made 
nore than @ month after the campaign was closed, 
the army regutations were not violated thereby.” 

The proceedings and opinions in the foregoing 
cases have been submitted to the president, and are 
approved. 

The court of inquiry is dissolved. 
J. R. POINSETT, secretary of war. 




























































































CONSTITUTION OF MARYLAND. 

A bill has passed the legislature of the state of 
Maryland, at its session just closed, to amend the 
Constitution of that state. If again passed, by the 
next legislature, it will become a part of the consti- 
tution of the state, such being the process of 


For the following synopsis of the amendatory act, 
in which an important portion of our readers are 
interested, we are indebted to the Balti- 


seriousl 
more Chronicle: 


ed for in this bill. 


Sec. 2. The senate for 1838 to be composed of 


twenty-one members. 


to classification. 


a plurality of votes. 
case of a tie. 


October. 


Sec. 4. Elections for senators to be conducted in 


Sec. 1. Vacates the seats of the presents senators 
as soon as a new senate shall be elected, as provid- 


Sec. 3. The members of the senate for 1838, and 
forever thereafter, to be chosen, one from each 
county of the state and the city of Baltimore.— 
Their term of service to commence on the day 
now fixed by law for the meeting of the legislature, 
and continue for two, four and six years, according 
Qualifications of those who vote 
for senators the same as those who are entitled to 
vote for delegates, and the senators to be chosen by 
New election to be held in 
One-third of the senators to be elect- 
ed every second year on the first Wednesday of 


the same manner as those for delegates. 


Sec. 5. Senators to have all the qualifications of 
delegates, and the additional ones of being thirty 
years old, and having resided three years in the city 


or county from which they are chosen. 


Sec. 6. Vacancies in the senate to be filled by a 


new election. 


Sec. 7. The thirty-seventh article of the consti- 
tution repealed so far as it makes senators ineligible 


to offices of profit. 


Sec. 8. Senators and delegates incapacitated from 
receiving any office which shall have been created, 
or the emoluments increased during the time for 
which they were elected, or of filling any office 


whilst a senator or delegate. 


Sec. 9. At the election for delegates in 1838, and 
until after the census of 1840, the members of the 
house of delegates to be elected as follows: 
Eastern shore. 


Western shore. 
Baltimore city 
Baltimore county 
Annapolis 
Anne Arundel 
Prince George’s 
Harford 
Frederick 
Montgomery 
Carroll 
Washington 
St. Mary’s 
Charles 
Calvert 
Allegany 


Sec. 10. After the promulgation of the census of 
1840, and every second census thereafter, the re- 
presentation in the house of delegates to be gradu- 


ated as follows: 


Every county having less than 15,000 inhabitants 


5\ Dorchester 

5 Somerset 

1| Worcester 
4\Cecil 

4\Kent 

4|Queen Anne’s 
5\ Caroline 
Talbott 


Eastern shore 
Western shore 


wowwwnrah & 
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to elect three delegates. 


Counties having 15,000 and less than 25,000 in- 


habitants to elect four delegates. 


Counties having 25,000 and less than 35,000 in- 


habitants, to elect five delegates. 


All counties having over 35,000 inhabitants, to 


elect six delegates. 


The city of Baltimore to elect as many delegates 


as the largest county. 


No county is to have a less number of delegates 
than is allowed by the ninth section, but the dele- 
gate now allowed to Annapolis not to be counted 


for Anne Arundel county, 


Sec. 11. The city of Annapolis, after the election 
of 1837, to be taken as a part of Anne Arundel 


county in the election of senator. 


Sec. 12. The general assembly to regulate by 
law the time, place and manner of holding elec- 
tions, and to divide counties into election districts. 

Sec. 13. Executive council abolished, office of 
clerk abrogated, and the whole executive power of 
the government vested in the governor, subject tr 


the checks provided by this bill. 


Sec. 14. The governor to nominate, and with thie 
consent of the senate to appoint, all officers whe se 
offices are created by law. This section not to in- 
terfere with the officers in commission when this 
law goes into operation, or to alter the tenure of 


their office. 


session of the senate. 


Sec. 16. Persons rejected by the senate mot to be 
nominated to the same office a second time by the 
governor, unless the senate request him tc, do so. 





; 2nendment prescribed by the existing constitution. 





The governor cannot appoint a person, -who has 


Sec. 15. Governor to fill vacancies that may oc- 
cur during the recess of the senate, by gra nting 
commissions that shall expire when a suc cessor 
is appointed, or one month after the next yegular 


been nominated to the senate and rejected, to the 
same office during the recess of the senate. 

Sec. 17. A secretary of state to be appointed by 
the governor with the consent of the senate. 

Sec. 18. If a vacancy occur in the office of gover- 
nor, the general assembly, if in session, or, if not, 
at their next meeting, shall elect a person to fill 
such vacancy, and, until such election, the secreta- 
ry of state to act as governor, or if the secretary fail 
to act, the “ese of the senate, or if there be no 
president the speaker of the house of delegates. 

: Sec. 19. Governor to be elected in 1837, to con- 
tinue in office until a new election under this act. 
Sec. 20. Governor to be elected by the people. 
He shall continue in office for three years, an 
ineligible for a secondterm. The state to be divid- 
ed into districts as follows, the governor to be taken 
from each of the districts alternately: 

Cecil, Kent,,Queen Anne’s, Caroline, Talbot, 
Dorchester, Somerset and Worcester, compose one 
district. 

Saint Mary’s, Charles, Calvert, Prince George’s, 
Anne Arundel, (including Annapolis), Montgome- 
ry and Baltimore city, compose another district. 
Baltimore, Harford, Carroll, Frederick, Wash- 
ington and Allegany, compose another district. 

he district from which the governor is first to 
be chosen to be determined by lot. 

Sec. 21. The general assembly to regulate the 
time, place, manner, &c. of holding elections for 
governor, and the judges to send the returns to the 
secretary of state. 

Sec. 22. The legality of votes for governor to be 
decided by the senate, and the person having the 
highest number of votes to be declared governor, 
his term of office to commence on the first Monday 
of January. 

Sec. 23. No person elected governor eligible for 
a re-election the succeeding term. 

Sec. 24. The elections authorised by this act to 
be held on the first Wednesday of October. 

Sec. 25. In the elections for governor, Annapolis 
to be taken as a part of Anne Arundel county. 

Sec. 26. The relation of master and slave not to 
be altered without the unanimous consent of two 
consecutive legislatures, and not then without a full 
restitution to the master for his property. 

27. The city of Annapolis to continue the seat of 

government, and the place of holding the sessions 
of the court of appeals for the Western Shore, and 
the high court sf Ghatieaey: 
—| Sec. 28. Provides for the confirmation of this act. 
27| The following is the report made by its chairman 
52| (Charles Sierett Ridgely, esq.) of the select com- 
— | mittee appointed to inquire into the expediency of 
79 | reporting a bill making it a high crime and misde- 
meanor for citizens to conspire against the consti- 
tution of the state: 

The select committee to whom was referred the 
order to inquire into the expediency of reporting a 
bill making ita high crime and misdemeanor for 
any citizen or citizens of this state to plan, conspire 
or combine together, to alter, or change the consti- 
tution or form of government, otherwise than is es- 
tablished by that instrument and the laws of the 
land, and to affix such penalties as may be commen- 
surate with this offence, beg leave to report: 

That the subject committed to their care is of the 
gravest import, and should be treated with great 
moderation and prudence. I!, on the one hand, we 
disregard it entirely, and affix no penalties to the 
offences alluded to, our government would be liable 
at every moment to be assailed by those who, from 
party zeal, personal ambition, or a spirit of radical- 
istn, might seek to overthrow our institutions. On 
the other hand, while we design to fortify the state 
azainst such assaults, there is very great danger of 
running into the other extreme, and consolidating, 
in the hands of the executive, powers dangerous to 
civil liberty. We have more to fear from the latter 
thanthe former. Our institutions emanate immedi- 
ately from the people, and are sustained and con- 
trolled by public opinion. Whenever the majority 
desire an important change, it will be accorded to 
them in a peaceful and constitutional mode. They 
have the right and the power to alter our forms of 
government whenever the ends of justice require it. 
Our constitution prescribes the mode by which it 
may be altered; and it may very justly be remark- 
ed, that whenever a majority of the people require 
a change, to promote the common good, it outht to 
and will be made. No danger is then to be appre- 
hended from the great rnass of the people. 

But there is danger that a few evil disposed per- 
sons, actuated by motives of personal aggrandize- 
ment, ambition, or an innate fondness for tumult and 
disorder; or a party infuriated by the doctrines of 
some factious demagogue, may assail our institu- 
tions, and, unless restrained by the arm of power, 
might plunge the state and themselves in one com- 
monruin. This is an evil that, in most instanees, 
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may safely be left to be corrected by public opinion. 
Recent events in this state have demonstrated that 
this is an effective remedy. A few months onl 
have elapsed since a handful of men attempted a 
great revolution of our government, usurped to them- 
selves the sovereignty of the state, and endeavored 
to substitute, in the place of the established autho- 
rities, a provisional convention, called without law, 
and with power to do any and every thing! What 
has been the result? The people have risen in their 
majesty, frowned indignantly on this unjustifiable 
attempt, and consigned the actors to a merited ob- 


loquy- 

Phe failure of this attempted revolution is most 
gratifying to the patriot, and affords the most cer- 
tain evidence that the people are capable of self- 
government, and may safely be trusted with the 
preservation of their own liberties. It has demon- 
strated the proposition that public opinion can con- 
trol and defeat the evil designs of those who may 
etfempt to overthrow our institutions, and has done 
more to establish civil liberty on a broad and sure 
foundation, than any event which has occurred since 
the Declaration of Indepence. 

Notwithstanding public opinion may be relied on 
to maintain the integrity of the constitution, and 
finally to defeat any attempt to overthrow it, it 
cannot be relied on to check every petty outbreak- 
ing or sudden attack. These, though they cannot 
be ultimately successful, may do incalculable in- 
jury; and it is therefore necessary that the executive 
arm of the government should be strengthened to 
curb their violence. Occasions will rarely, and it 
is'to be sincerely hoped, will never occur, when 
they will be necessary; but still the executive should 
have them within their reach when it may be pro- 
per to resort to their use. Constant prepartion for 
defence is the surest safeguard from attack. Those 
who postpone the hour of arming till the enem 
have charged will always be sure of defeat. It is 
the part oi wisdom to prepare for danger; hence the 
necessity of investing the executive, if they do not 
already possess them, with the proper means of 
maintaining the supremacy of the laws. 

Happily for us, our fathers, with wisdom and 
forecast, provided the means of averting the dan- 
gers apprehended by the order of inquiry. They 
invested the government which they established 





‘ with ample powers to maintain itself, and effec- 


ey check the outbreakings of licentiousness, or 
the bold and dangerous schemes of ambition. A 
hasty review of the means in force for the more 
perfect administration of government will serve to 
show that the objects contemplated by the order 
are already satisfied. 

In the constitution and laws which they ordained, 
we find that the governor, with the advice of his 
council, may embody the militia, and when em- 
bodied shall have the direction thereof; may sus- 
pend militia officers for a limited time; may suspend 
or remove any civil officer not appointed during 
good behavior; may suspend or remove any re- 
gular officer of the land or sea service; may con- 
voke the general assembly when the public service 
requires it; and may exercise all the executive 
powers of government according to the laws of this 
state. These powers are deemed sufficiently ample 
to protect from sudden aggression any portion of the 
state. With power to convoke the legislative de- 
partment of the government whenever, in their 
opinion, the public service requires it, no serious 
danger is to be apprehended, unless we suppose 
that the executive will not be vigilant of duty. 

Our bill of rights, too, adopted the common law, 
or so much of it as may be found applicable to our 
condition. And a part of the common law is the 
law of conspiracy, whichit is believed, affords ample 
mata for all offences contemplated by the order. 

he court of appeals of this state have, in the case 
of the state vs. Buchanan, decided ‘That every 
conspiracy to do an unlawful act, or to do a lawful 
act, for an illegal, fradulent, malicious or corrupt 
purpose, or for a purpose which has a tendency 
to prejudice the publie in general, is, at common 
Jaw, an indictable offence, though nothing be done 
in execution of it, and no matter by what means 
the conspiracy was intended to be effected.” To 
combine to alter,or change the form of government 
in a mode unknown to the constitution, is an un- 
lawful act, and is ay embraced as an indictable 
offence in the common law doctrine of conspiracy, 
thus explicitly and comprehensively laid down by 
the highest court of judicature in the state. Nor 
need the end of the combination be accomplished 
before its actors are liable to punishment. ‘The 
act of conspiring,” say the court, ‘‘is made the sub- 
stantive offence, by the nature of the object intend- 
ed to be effected.” Thus a combination formed, 
having for its object an overthrow of the govern- 
ment, without having executed its designs, is an 
indictable offence at common law. 


But our ancestors were not content to leave the 
punishment of offences of this grave character to 


y| the common law only, which, at the date of our 


constitution, was, in this state, not strictly defined; 
but they, who toiled to establish that instrument, 
and who best knew its value—they, who were su- 
_ to every improper motive, and animated alone 

y virtue and patriotism—they recorded upon our 
statute book, immediately after founding the go- 
vernment, penalties, which they deemed necessary 
for attempts to overthrow it. 

The act 777, chap. 20, sec. 5, is in these words: 
“That if any subject or inhabitant of this state 
shall, by any work, open deed, writing, printing 
or other act, persuade or excite any of the inhabi- 
tants of this state to resist the present government 
thereof, by force; or to oppose, or in any manner 
obstruct, with force, the execution of any of the 
laws of this state, such person, being convicted, 
thereof in the general court, shall be fined not ex- 
ceeding two thousand pounds current money; and 
be imprisoned not more than two years, at the dis- 
cretion of the court.’’ This act is still in force, 
and will be found adequate to the punishment of 
all offences which may endanger our constitution. 


Having presented this hasty review of the pow- 
ers of the executive, of the common law relative to 
conspiracies, and of our own statutes, which are 
believed to be sufficient for the suppression and 
punishment of the offences apprehended; and en- 
tertaining a high sense of the virtue, intelligence and 
patriotism of the people, and a firm and unshaken 
reliance on the conservative power of public opinion, 
the committee are unanimously of opinion that no 
further legislation on the subject referred to them is 
at this time necessary. They therefore pray to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
order. All which is respectfully submitted. 

C. 8S. RIDGELY, chairman. 
J. H. COLBRETH, 

WM. H. TUCK, 

J. W. CRISFIELD, 
THOS. H. HICKS, 
HARRY D. GOUGH. 
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House of representutives, March 1, 1837. 
REPORT OF THE MINORITY.—(CONCLUDED.) 
As to the third subject of inquiry: ‘What com- 

pensation does said agent receive?” the minority 
cannot report the precise amount of compensation 
which he received directly from the banks accord- 
ing to express stipulation, much less can they state 
the amount of his indirect emoluments and _ profits 
which he receives in consequence of his agency. 


The said Whitney stood mute before the com- 
mittee, and refused to answer upon this as well as 
upon most of the other subjects of inquiry. 


The secretary of the treasury states that he is 
wholly ignorant as to the amount of his compensa- 
tion, and adds that “each bank which employs him, 
and pays him any thing, pays whatever it deems 
reasonable and proper.” 

The witness (F. P. Blair) says at page 119 of 
journal: 

‘‘Witness states that he once inquired of Mr. 
Whitney what compensation he received. He gave 
him an answer which satisfied the witness that he 
did not choose to let him know the amount of com- 
pensation. He said the banks made him such re- 
turn as they thought his services deserved. He 
had no fixed salary, as the witness understood.— 
This was some time ago, soon after his agency 
commenced.” 

Thus it will appear how profound is the secret 
and mystery which covers this transaction, when 
the agent, R. M. Whitney, conceals the facts from 
his friend, F. P. Blair, who, it appears from his 
own evidence, is interested in knowing the amount 
of said Whitney’s compensation, as he is the spe- 
cial bail as well as the security for the prison 
bounds for said Whitney for a large amount, he 
(Whitney) being notoriously insolvent. The 
same witness, F. P. Blair, says, in same page of 
the journal: 

‘“‘He thinks he has learned from some quarter 
that Mr. Whitney is agent for about twenty banks, 
but is not positive as to the source of his informa- 
tion, nor does he know their names.” 

It appears from the evidence that several banks 
pay him one thousand dollars each per annum; 
that several pay him five hundred each per annum; 
and that several pay him lesser sums each per an- 
num, besides several sums which have been paid to 
him at different times in the form of a bonus.— 
Some of the deposite banks, for which he is under- 
stood to be agent, have not made their returns to 
the interrogatories of the committee. Some have 
taken the high ground assumed by their agent, and 





refuse to communicate any information whatever 


—<——~ 
upon the subject. But it appears from the evidenp, 

that he has.received from three banks in New 
York, viz: Mechanics’ bank, Bank of Amey; : 
and the Manhattan Company, each one thousan4 
dollars per annum; from the Marea and Mecha 

nics’ bank, Albany, New York, seven hundred and 
fifty dollars per annum; from the Union bank, Bp, 

timore, five hundred dollars per annum; from jj, 
Girard bank, Philadelphia, five hundred dollars Ze 
annum; Moyamensing bank, Philadelphia, thro, 
hundred dollars per annum; Farmers’ and Mecha. 
nics’ bank, at Hartford, Connecticut, one hundred 
and twenty-five dollars per annum; Burlingtoy 
bank, Vermont, two hundred dollars per annyp. 
Commercial bank, at Cincinnati, including j, 
branch or office of discount at St. Louis, one thoy. 
sand dollars per annum; Farmers’ and Mechanic 
bank, in Michigan, two hundred dollars per annum. 
in all, six thousand five hundred and seventy.fiy, 
dollars per annum, besides a bonus of one thousang 
dollars from the Girard bank, and the sum of two 
hundred and fifty dollars paid by the Franklin bank 
at Baltimore, which bank does not employ him ag 
agent.* To what amount his direct compensatiop 
may be increased by the evidence yet to be reeeiy. 
ed from those deposite banks which employ him 
and which have not yet forwarded to the committec 
their testimony, the minority will not undertake to 
conjecture. 

The minority of this committee, believing it to 
be their duty to ascertain whether such agent did 
not derive the large amount of his profits or emoly. 
ments by and through speculations in the public 
lands, treasury certificates, the stock of banks, &, 
supported the following interrogatory, offered by 
Mr. Peyton, as proper to be propounded to all wii. 
nesses examined in behalf of the committee, viz: 

“7th. State whether said agent or agents in con. 
nexion with any officer or oificers of the govern. 
ment, or any other person or persons, company oi 
companies, have or have not been engaged, either 
directly or indirectly, in speculations in the public 
lands, in treasury certificates of deposite since the 
issuance of the treasury order of July 11th, 1836, 
or in the stocks of banks, corporations, &e. and 
whether such speculations have or have not consti- 
tuted a part of the compensation or emolument of 
said agent or agents of the deposite banks. 

«“Mr. Hamer moved to amend by striking out ‘any 
officer or officers of the government, or,’ which 
was decided in the affirmative by the following 
vote: 

‘‘A yes—Messrs. Pierce, Fairfield, Gillet, Hamer, 
Martin. 

*‘Nors—Messrs. Garland, Wise, Johnson, Pey- 
ton.” 

The witness, R. M. Whitney, refused to answer 
the following interrogatories during his examina- 
tion before the committee, (page 88, question 39). 

“39. Did you or did you not communicate intel- 
ligence in advance of the issuance of the said order, 
[circular of ji | 11th, 1836, requiring specie in 
payment for public lands], to any person or per- 
sons at a distance, who were engaged in specula- 
tion in the public lands, stocks or money market? 

“Answer. I decline giving any answer to this 
interrogatory.” 

“41, Have you, or not, become a stockholder in 
any of the deposite or other banks, since you have 
been acting as agent for some of said deposite 
banks; and did you acquire or procure said stock 
as part of your compensation, or in any other man- 
ner by or through your agency for said banks? _ 

«Answer. I decline giving any answer to the in- 
terrogatory.” ; 

“44. Did, or did not, one or both of the deposite 
banks in Michigan make a loan or loans to a very 
large amount, say fifty or one hundred thousand 
dollars, more or less, to a company or companies of 
land speculators, since you have been an agent for 
some of the deposite banks? If yea, state whether 
you used your influence in that or any similar 10- 
stance, either fora land or stock company, person 
or corporation, to pare accommodations at any 
deposite bank; and state whether you were to de- 
rive, or have derived, in any such case, any profit, 
benefit or emolument whatever? 

«Answer. I decline giving any answer to the 1n- 
terrogatory.” 

“45. What compensation do you now, or have 
you heretofore, and are you hereafter to receive 
from each one of the deposite banks for which you 
are agent? 

«Answer. I decline giving any answer to the 1n- 
terrogatory.” 

“47, State whether you, in connexion with any 
other person or persons, company or companies, 


—_— 








*The annual compensation received by said 
Whitney from all or most of the old deposite banks 
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“ave or bave not been engaged, either directly or) 
directly, in speculation in the public lands, in 
vesstty certificates of deposite, since the issuance 
7 the treasury order of July Lith, 1836, or in the 
tock of banks, corporations, &c. and whether such 
; eculations have or have not constituted a part of 
ir compensation or emolument as agent of the 
jeposite banks? 

«Answer. I decline giving any answer to this 

. tory.” 
Te ave you, in connexion with any officer or 
oficers of the government, or any other person, 
since July 11, 1836, drawn specie from the banks 
of deposite of the public money, under the pretext 
ofits being necessary for the pecantagge upon trea- 
sury warrants or drafts, whic specie was used for 
our or their profit as merchandise, and not applied 
to the public use, but the notes of the banks, or 
their equivalent, used instead of such specie, for 
the public use; or in any manner have you been 
concerned in speculations, on, by, or through said 
treasury certificates, warrants or drafts, in connex- 
jon with any yoo: bank or corporation? 

«Answer. I decline giving any answer to this 
jnterrogatory.”” 

«49, Have you been concerned in speculations 
jn the public lands, or the stock of banks or corpo- 
rations in connexion with any officer or officers of 
the government, or other person or persons, compa- 
ny or companies, bank or banks; or have you used 
your influence to obtain for such officer or officers, 
person Or persons, company or companies, bank or 
banks, facilities, loans, accommodations, &c. at any 
of said deposite banks, for which exercise of in- 
fluence you have been compensated, either by gift, 
present, reward or participation in the profits, or 
expected profits, of any such speculation? 

«Answer. I decline giving any answer to the in- 
terrogatory.”” 

«51, Look upon the list of deposite banks, now 
before you, say whether it contains the names of 
the whole number, and point out on the list the 
banks for which you are agent? 

«Answer. I decline giving any answer to the in- 
terrogatory.”” 

When the said Whitney first appeared before the 
committee, on the 12th day of January, 1837, in 
obedience to its surnmons, he requested a week’s 
delay to prepare, as it was understood, his papers, 
ke, called for in the subpena duces tecum; the re- 
quest for that purpose was considered reasonable 
by all the committee, but as the time allowed for 
the correspondence with banks remotely situated 
from the seat of government was quite limited, it 
was desirable that he should communicate to the 
committee such information as was necessary to 
enable them, without delay, to commence a cor- 
respondence with the deposite banks; and, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Peyton, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

“Resolved, That the witness be again called be- 
fore the committee, and that the following inter- 
rogatories be propounded to him, to wit: the first, 
second, third and fourth, before its decision on the 
application of said witness for a week’s delay. 


“Ist. Have all or any of the deposite banks, to 
your knowledge, employed an agent or agents to 
reside at the seat of government to transact their 
business with the treasury department? If so, who 
is the said agent or agents? 

“2d What are the number, names, location, &c. 
ofthe banks for which he or they is or are agent or 
azents? 

“3d. Have such agents in all instances carried 
on their correspondence directly with the officers 
of said banks, as well before as since the commence- 
ment of their agency, so far as you know? 


“4th. State the names of the officers, as well as 
the offices which they respectively hold, with whom 
your correspondence has been carried on with said 
banks at all times. 


“Answer. I am not prepared, at this time, to 
answer any interrogatory whatever, touching the 
subject the committee is investigating, excepting 
such as are clearly and positively of a public na- 
ture, and in no way connected with private affairs. 


_ “Answer to Ist interrogatory. Considering this 
interrogatory as concerning my private affairs, I 
decline at this time giving any further answer. 

“Answer to 2dinterrogatory. Beyond what con- 
cerns me personally, I have no knowledge. 

‘Answer to 3d interrogatory. The same as to 
the second. 

“Answer to 4th interrogatory. The same as to 
he first.” 

To enable the committee to understand the facts, 
and form a correct judgment whether the interroga- 
tory which related to the employment of an agent 

y the deposite banks “to transact their bustness 


vate affairs” of the witness, the following interro- 
gatory was propounded by the unanimous consent 
of the committee. (P. 22.) 

“5th. What is the nature and character of the 
business which such agent as has been referred to 
in the question to witness is employed to transact 
with such banks; what relation has it to the public 
money in the treasury or deposite banks; and was 
he or they employed at the instance, by the request, 
or with the consent of the secretary of the treasury, 
or any other officer of that department; and is or is 
not the business and correspondence of that depart- 
ment with the deposite banks carried on through 
said agent or agents; and let witness further state 
whether the agent derives his pay or emoluments 
out of the deposite banks or the treasury, or both? 

“Answer to 5th interrogatory. Considering all 

that is contained in this of a private nature, but that 
part as to “whether the agent derives his pay or 
emoluments out of the deposite banks or treasury, 
or both;’’ and that I believe the whole will be an- 
swered in the documents which I have been called 
upon to bring before the committee, when they are 
produced; with the exception of that part, I decline 
at this time giving any further answer, and that so 
far as Nate myself, and any agency of mine for 
any of the deposite banks, the only compensation 
or emolument which I Gerive, or ever have derived, 
has been paid me by those banks; also, that I never 
have received, nor do I ever expect to receive, any 
pay, compensation or emolument whatever, from 
the public treasury for such agency.” 
Page 89 of journal of committee ‘Question 43. 
Did you or did you not write one or more letters to 
the deposite bank at Philadelphia, called the Moya- 
mensing bank, giving certain information of a pub- 
lic nature, and making suggestions of a general and 
public nature, bearing upon the legislation of con- 
gress, among other things; and, in conclusion, did 
you not mark said letter as confidential, and inti- 
mate heavy penalties in case of a disclosure? State 
whether you have ever written letters of that cha- 
racter to any of the deposite banks. 

“Answer. I decline giving an answer to this in- 
terrogatory.” 

To W. D. Lewis, cashier of the Girard bank, 
page 228. ‘Question 6. Does or does not the cor- 
respondence, copies of which you have heretofore 
in your testimony, and still decline to lay before the 
committee, between yourself as cashier of the Gi- 
rard bank and R. M. Whitney as agent of that 
bank, relate to the public money in or out of said 
bank, its use, the expected use of the same; and 
state further, whether the said correspondence upon 
the side of said Whitney is marked confidential, 
and further, whether you have reason to apprehend 
injury to the pecuniary interest of said bank, if you 
were to make a disclosure of the same. 

“Mr. Pierce objected to the same, which was de- 
cided in the negative by the following vote: 

«“AyE—Mr. Peyton. 

‘‘Nores—Messrs. Garland, Pierce, Fairfield, Gil- 
lett, Martin, Hamer.” 

Page 238 of the journal of committee. ‘“Ques- 
tion 25. Does or does not the correspondence to 
which reference has been made relate to the public 
money? State whether R. M. Whitney does or 
does not, in that correspondence, give such infor- 
mation, or make such suggestions, as would be im- 
portant to be communicated to a bank, or indivi- 
dual, who wished to use the public money for pur- 
poposes of speculatién? Do you know any bank, 
person, or body corporate which has engaged in 
speculation in consequence thereof? In answering 
this question the witness is required only to de- 
scribe the correspondence, without going inte its 
contents. 

«Mr. Gillett objected to this question; it was de- 
cided in the affirmative. 

«A yes—Messrs. Peyton, Wise, Garland. 

«Nors—Messrs. Gillett, Hamer. 

“The question was propounded to the witness, 
who replied as follows: 

«Answer. To the latter part of this interrogato- 
ry, I reply that I have no knowledge of any bank 
or persons having engaged in speculation In conse- 
quence of information derived from Mr. Whitney, 
since he has been agent for the banks. Having de- 
clined producing my correspondence with Mr. 
Whitney, I decline stating any part of its contents, 
or the nature of it, believing that no power exists, 
or can exist, in a committee of congress to require 
7” 

Page 254, journal of committee. ‘Question 31. 
Has or has not Mr. Whitney expressed to you, or 
to any other person, to your knowledge, either ver- 
bally or otherwise, his views or course, or his wishes, 
on any subject connected with this inquiry, since it 
was agitated, and a committee was appointed to in- 

vestigate it at the present session of congress? If 


“Mr. Pierce objected to this question, and it was 
decided in the negative. 
“A yvyres—Messrs. Peyton, Garland. 

p hy ors—Messrs. Pierce, Martin, Gillett, Fair- 
eld.” : 
Page 256, pa of committee. Mr. Lewis 
speaks of the letter and correspondence which has 
passed between said Whitney, as agent, and him- 

self, as cashier, of the Girard bank, as follows: 
‘They are not my property for any such purpose, 
and I have therefore no privilege, even were I so 
(lisposed, to permit them to go out of my posses- 
sion, or to be made public. Letters of this charac- 
ter belong no less to the writer than to the person 
to whom they are addressed. I hold this position 
to be sound, and accordant with the dictates both of 
justice and honor.” 

The house will see the insuperable difficulties 
which were thrown in the way of a full investiga- 
tion of this subject, by the strict and technical con- 
struction given to the resolution of the house by 
the majority of the committee, by the obstinate and 
pertinacious refusal, on the part of said Whitney, 
to respond before the committee, and the like course 
adopted by those officers of the deposite banks who 
were supposed to be in possession of the most im- 
ortant information on the subject, while acting, as 
it may not be unjust or unreasonable to suppose, 
under the apprehension of injury to the pecuniary 
interests of the institutions of which thev were of- 
ficers, if they should make full disclosure of what 
they knew. 

Whether the inquiries contained in the above in- 
terrogatories were of that private and personal cha- 
racter wich was contended for by the witness, 
Whitney, as well as the officers of some of the 
principal banks for which he is agent, will be for 
the house to determine. 

The 4th and 5th branches of the resolution of the 
house of representatives will be considered toge- 
ther; this method will avoid much repetition of the 
evidence, as well as contribute to a more distinct 
and perfect understanding of this part of the sub- 
ject of inquiry before the committee. They are as 
follows: 

“4th. Was such agent, or agents, employed at 
the request, or through the procurement, of the 
treasury department? 

“5th. Is the business of the treasury department 
with the said banks conducted through the said 
agent!” 

If the treasury department did procure the em- 
ployment of said agent, it would be an encourage- 
ment to the banks to transact their business with 
the department through him as their organ; and, 
on the other hand, if that business had been con- 
ducted through said agent, and that too under the 
frank of the department, there could not be devised 
a better method than this to procure his employ- 
ment by the banks. 

How far the agent has transacted the business of 
the deposite banks with the treasury department, 
and whether such agent has been employed at the 
request or through the procurement of the treasury 
department, the minority will proceed to show by 
the evidence, to rely upon the testimony of any 
other witness than the secretary of the treasury, 
and the clerks in the department; but inasmuch as 
their testimony has been stated, it will not be reca- 
pitulated. 

First. Mr. Woodbury wrote, and placed in the 
possession of Mr. Whitney, the letter of the 5th No- 
vember, 1834, which letter is a recommendation of 
the most imposing character in favor of Mr. Whit- 
ney, and must have been so intended by the writer 
of the same; it was so used by Mr. Whitney, and 
so viewed by the banks before whom it was laid. 
It should be borne in mind that about the time Mr. 
Whitney obtained the letter in question from the 
secretary of the treasury, he was on the eve of his 
departure for the northern cities, to solicit the agen- 
cy which he obtained; that he procured another re- 
commendation on the 8th November, 1834, three 
days after the date of the secretary’s letter, written 
by one living at this city, high in the confidence of 
the executive, a8 he, Whitney, himself, says, which 
letter is not only a strong and decided recommenda- 
tion of Whitney, as well as of the agency to be 
created, but the writer speaks in the most decided 
terms of approbation of both, in the name and on 
behalf of the president of the United States and the 
secretary of the treasury. These two letters, writ- 
ten so near to each other in point of time, upon the 
same subject, were used by Whitney as letters of 
recommendation to the toni. which viewed them 
in the same light, and appointed him their agent. 

Page 13, journal of committee. «9th. In answer 
to the next inquiry, whether said agent has been 
employed at the request or by the procurement of 
the treasury department, I would observe, that no 
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duties of the secretary of the treasury, nor have I 
any reason to believe that any such request emanat- 
ed from my predecessors. Neither has any thing 
occurred, to my knowledge, which could be con- 
strued, in any degree, as contributing to procure his 
employment, uniess, when the appointment of an 

nt was, in 1833, voluntarily proposed by several 
of the banks, to be made by the department, it de- 
clined to make one, though coinciding in the opi- 
nion which they expressed, that one might, for some 


of the pu s mentioned in their letter, be at times 
found very beneficial and convenient to them.” 
It will be perceived that Mr. Woodbury does not 


controvert the facts that said letter did contribute to 
rT said ci 8 pr and that it was so un- 

erstood and intended at the time. As to the effect 
produced upon the officers of the bank before whom 
it was laid, see the following answer from Mr. W. 
D. Lewis, cashier of the Girard Bank: 

Page 239 of journal of committee. ‘27. Was, or 
was not, the letter of the secretary of the treasury, 

Levi Woodbury), bearing date 5th Nov. 1834, to 

. M. Whitney, laid before the board of the Girard 
bank as a recommendation at the time he applied 
to be appointed agent of said bank? Was, or was 
not, that the only letter of recommendation which 
he laid before that bank? and state whether that let- 
ter did, or did not, satisfy the board that the said 
Whitney was acceptable to the secretary of the 
treasury. 

“Mr. Gillett objected to the question, which was 
decided in the affirmative. 

‘‘Ayes—Messrs. Wise, Peyton, Garland. 

‘‘Nors—Messrs. Gillett, Hamer.” @ 

The question was answered as follows: 

“In my replies to the printed interrogatories, 1 
have detailed the circumstance of Mr. Whitney’s 
appointment, and submitted.a copy of Mr. Wood- 
bury’s letter referred to. Whether that was con- 
sidered by our board as a letter of recommendation, 
I do not know. As to the Girard bank, no recom- 
mendation of Mr. Whitney was necessary, nor was 
his appointment caused by that letter. For myself, 
I have no hesitation in saying that it satisfied me 
that Mr. Whitney would be acceptable to the se- 
cretary of the treasury, or at least not disagreeable 
to him.” 

See, also, the resolution of the Moyamensing 
bank, passed on the Ist September, 1835, in whic 
this is the only letter of recommendation before the 
bank. The resolution speaks of Mr. Whitney as 
one who has been highly recommended, &c. In the 
resolution of the Girard bank, passed 10th Novem- 
ber, 1834, it is stated substantially that Mr. Whit- 
ney has heretofore communicated information which 
could not have been obtained from any other source, 
in consideration of which, it appears, he was paid 
one year’s salary in advance of his employment— 
500 dollars. 

Page 111 of journal of committee. Question to 
Richard Ela, a clerk in the treasury department: 

“10. Do you know of any application made by 
R. M. Whitney to any officer of the treasury de- 
partment, either for a recommendation to be em- 
ployed as agent for any deposite bank, or for any 
agency or office in that department connected wit 
the deposite banks? pi ie 

“Answer. I do not, further than is contained in 
the letter of the secretary to him, dated in Novem- 
ber, 1834, appended to the secretary’s answer, 
which I have seen.” 

Page 243 of journal of committee. President of 
the Farmers’ and Mechanics’ bank, Albany, says: 

“The services rendered by our corresponding 
agent are, in giving attention to our interests and 
communications, furnishing statements concerning 
the condition of the deposite banks, of the currency 
and exchanges, with the operations of the trea- 
sury, together with such intelligence as he may 
deem to be of public importance or particular in- 
terest to us.” 

Nos. 18 and 19, he says: 

«No such letter or circular was ever received by 
us from any of the persons referred to, nor did said 
persons, or any of them, ever intimate a wish, or 
make a request, either by letter, circular, or other- 
wise, touching the aC pao by us of an agent. 
I beg leave to state that I presume the secretary of 
the treasury has been fully aware of the existence 
and character of the agency established by the 
banks; and that, appreciating its importance, he has 
afforded every consistent and proper facility to en- 
able the agent to serve the banks usefully and faith- 
fully.” 

Page 247 of journal of committee. Witness, John 
Armstrong, states: ' 

«Reuben M. Whitney conceived it to be his duty, 
which he owed to those banks that had emploved 
him as their agent, to give them the earliest notice 
of the course that would be pursued by the secre- 


tary of the treasury.” 





Page 161 of journal of committee. The following 
is a preamble and resolution adopted by the bank of 
America, New York, November 21, 1834: : 

*‘Whereas the opinion has been entertained and 
expressed that the interest of this bank, and the 
other banks in this city, as well as the interest of 
the commercial community, may be promoted by 
the employment of a suitable person, resident at 
Washington, to act as agent for the three deposite 
banks in this city, to obtain and communicate to 
them, with the full consent and approbation of the se- 
cretary of the treasury, seasonable information, from 
time to time, on the following points, as well as 
other general or particular infovmation which may 
be useful and proper to communicate, viz: 

‘‘The amount of revenue receivable at N. York 
for a period of two or three months to come. 


“The amount, or = amount, of public mo- 
ney to be-disbursed here, or the amount that the 
three deposite banks in New York may be called 
upon to pay for that purpose, and for a like period. 


‘The amount of public money that they may 
probably be required to transfer, and the time when, 
ag a place or places where, the transfers are to 

e made. 


“« Therefore, resolved, That the president and ca- 
shier of this bank be, and they are hereby, author- 
ised, in co-operation and conjunction with the two 
other deposite banks of this city, or with the presi- 
dents and cashiers thereof, to appoint such person 
as they may deem suitable and proper to act as 
agent for the purposes aforesaid, and to agree to 
make the said agent suitable compensation for his 
services; provided that the amount to be paid him, 
by this bank, shall not exceed the sum of six hun- 
dred dollars per annum.” 

The president of the bank states: 

‘And the subscriber further says, that, soon after 
the preamble and resolution, as above recited, were 
adopted by the board, R. M. Whitney was appoint- 
ed the agent in conformity therewith, with the ex- 
ception only that the compensation to be allowed 
him, by the bank of America, was agreed to be one 
thousand dollars per annum, as was understood to 
be allowed by the two other deposite banks, in- 
ae of six hundred dollars, as stated in the reso- 

ution.” 


By reference to the correspondence of the banks 
at Burlington, Vermont, .and at Detroit, Michigan, 
to which the particular attention of the house is so- 
licited, it will appear that Mr. Whitney’s employ- 
ment was looked upon by those banks as a measure 
desirable to the government, and one which was ne- 
cessary on their part, to enable them to co-operate 
in carrying out the great measures of the adminis- 
tration. It will further appear, that the business of 
those banks with the department, the correspon- 
dence touching financial, fiscal and political affairs, 
was carried on with Mr. Whitney; and that he not 
only exercised the power of procuring for them the 
use of the public money, but gives assurances to 
the Burlington bank, on one occasion, that it shall 
have as much money as it can hold, (say three- 
fourths of its capital stock), from some time in the 
summer of 1836 until the following January. It 
will further appear that the Burlington bank so used 
the money as to effect political changes, as it is 
stated, in favor of the administration, and urged that 
as a reason why that bank should be liberally sup- 
plied with the public deposites, to continue like po- 
litical influence in the spring and summer of 1836. 

Page 12 of journal of committee,—Mr. Woodbu- 
ry’s answer, part of 5th. ‘In two or three other 
cases, and those only, individual stockholders of 
banks have inquired of me, verbally, as to the utili- 
ty of employing such anagent. In those cases they 
were informed that the situation and business of the 
banks in which they were interested appeared to be 
so small, and of such a local character, that they 
were not, in my opinion, likely to derive any very 
essential benefit from the employment of an agent 
resident here, and it is believed that they never have 
employed one.” 

Page 54 of journal of committee:—Question 8. 
Is Reuben M. Whitney the person through whom 
all or any of the communications, verbal or written, 
which are or have been made by the treasury de- 
partment, or by you personally, to the banks of de- 
posite of the public money, of which he is agent, 
or which are, or have been made by said banks to 
said department, or to you personally? 

“Answer. In reply to this question, if properly 
understood by me, I would state that most of the 
communications received from the deposite banks, 
or made to them, are direct between them and the 
department, though occasionally they are made 
through Mr. Whitney in behalf of some of them. 
I am not aware of any letter or record, from or to 
Mr. Whitney as their agent, except as named in my 





report of the 11th instant; though in some instances 


I think, when maki ita. 
ink, when making some request for inf, r 
in their behalf, he hes shown te me letters, or hs 
them in his hand, which he said were from a" 
“When the application in their behalf has }, 
made by him mulls. and no letter has been ele 
ten by them to the department, it has been cute 
mary’to make to him a verbal reply, if the busines 
was of little importance. But if it was considered 
of much magnitude, a written communicatioy 
penerally been sent by the department directly tg 

ank concerned. 

‘Other persons, as remarked in wy report to the 
committee onthe 1ith instant, have been the Organ 
of communicating the wishes of several of the qo. 
posite banks, on several occasions, and in & Manner 
similar to that above described as to Mr. Whitney,» 
ne page, in answer to 9th interrogatory, j, 

“All the communications made to or from th 
department, whether directly or through Mr. Whit, 
ney, which have been found on record, &c. are be. 
lieved to be annexed to my report,” &c. &e. 

Page 226, William D. Lewis, cashier of the (j. 
rard bank: 

“Question 1. In your testimony which was fy. 
warded to the committee heretofore, it is stated a; 
follows, to wit: ‘I have on some occasions, in my 
personal correspondence with Mr. Whitney, availe; 
myself of his presence at Washington to make jy. 
formal inquiries of different officers of the govern. 
ment, and suggestions relating to the interest of the 
bank; but the business communications of the bank 
with the treasury department have been direct in aij 
cases.’ Were the inquiries and suggestions above 
referred to of a public nature, which concerned the 
bank asa fiscal agent? Andstate what aid the said 
Whitney rendered in and about the same, or simila; 
business, at any time. 

‘‘Answer. ‘They related no further to the bank 
as a fiscal agent of the government than that, ifthe 
bank had not been a fiscal agent, the inquiries and 
suggestions would not have been made, and could 
not have arisen. I will statea case,’’ &c. 

“Since the Girard bank has been a depository of 
the public money, great efforts have been maze, at 
different times, by various banks in Philadelphia, to 
obtain a portion of it. I have, on one or more of 
these occasions, informed Mr. Whitney, and te- 
quested him to make it known to the treasury de- 
partment, that if other depositories were appuinte 
in Philadelphia, the amount of the public money 
left with us might not remunerate the bank for the 
labor and responsibilities of the duties it had en. 
gaged to pasion for the government. He mate 
the suggestions; but I am not aware that the bank 
received any aid from him,” &c. 

Page 87, journal of committee. ‘Question 32. 
Have you ever used the following language in any 
of your circular letters or instructions to any of the 
public officers, to wit: ‘I have forwarded a copy of 
this to each of the public receivers, and have » 
doubt that they will act with such fairness that n 
injustice will be done to any one of the deposite 
banks. Should it ever be otherwise, and any ove 
of the banks have cause to feel aggrieved, I am au: 
thorised by the secretary of the treasury to say thai 
he will take the most prompt measures to remore 
any just cause of complaint?’ If yea, state whe- 
ther you had received any such authority from the 
secretary of the treasury. 

‘Answer.’ I refer the committee to my printe! 
letter of the 29th of August, 1835, (see appendix 
I 2), in which will be found the paragraph quoted 
in this interrogatory. 

“In effecting the arrangements informed of !1 
that letter, a fear was expressed by some of the 
banks that the banks and receivers might not act 1 
perfect fairness with each other, and that some o 
the banks might be subject to impositions under the 
arrangements they entered into. I communicatet 
the same to the secretary of the treasury, wh 
viewing, as I believed, the arrangement an impo" 
tant one for the community, and for the purpose, 
I supposed, of inspiring the banks with confidence’ 
that they would not be imposed upon, told me 
might communicate to them the substance of wh! 
is contained in the concluding part of the quotatio!, 
though probably in other words.” 

“Question 35. In forwarding to the public ofl: 
cers, and to the deposite banks, the before-met- 
tioned circulars, or making any other communic* 
tions to them, have you at any time used the frank 
of the secretary of the treasury, or any other office! 
of that department? If yea, state if it has bee" 
your habit to do so. 

“Answer. The secretary of the treasury frank: 
ed, or authorised to be franked, two or three of the 
circulars furnished to the committee, marked 4; 
one of each of which was forwarded to many, if no 
all, of the deposite banks, and of one of them ac” 
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by him. Also tables showing the condition of the 
deposite banks, which I have occasionally prepared, 
the character of which was, in all cases, made 
nown to him, or the papers themselves being first 
chown to him. Beyond these I do not recollect 
that he has ever franked, or authorised to be frank- 
ed, any communications to the banks, or to any 
other person whatever, of mine.” 

The minority would particularly refer to the fol- 
lowing extracts from the testimony of the hon. Levi 
Woodbury, to prove— 

ist. That there is an agent employed by some of 
the deposite banks to transact their business with the 
treasury department. 

24, What the description of that business is. 

gd. That correspondence, containing claims, re- 
quests and complaints, and matters of strict busi- 
ness, has been conducted through this agent from 
some of the deposite banks with the treasury de- 
partment; that arguments are made by him to the 
secretary of the treasury, which caused the secreta- 
ry to examine important subjects critically; and 
that this agent has had authority conferred upon 
him by some of said banks, under which he acted, 
and declined to act, which authority was known to 
the secretary of the treasury; and that the secretary 
communicated answers through this agent to the 
banks. 

«8, ‘The names of the banks employing said 
agent’ are, with the few exceptions before alluded 
to, unknown to me except by rumor. 

“Besides the Planters’ bank at Natchez and the 
Commercial bank at Cincinnati, copies of whose 
correspondence have already been furnished, I think 
that in one or two cases of difference of opinion as 
to claims made by the banks through their agent, and 
in those alone, a written communication was shown 
fo me by him concerning the authority confided by 
them. 

“But the final question in those cases not having 
been one as to competent authority on the part of 
the agent to do any official act in their behalf, but 
as to the sufficiency of the reasons in favor of the 
claims or requests made by him, and which are be- 
lieved not to have been acceded to, it did not be- 
come necessary to ask the evidence of his authority 


| tobe filed; and no names are recollected beyond 


those above stated, except the Commercial bank at 
New Orleans.” 

“44, In the cases alluded to in your report of the 
ilth instant, where the Planters’ bank, Natchez, 
and the Commercial bank, Cincinnati, confided au- 
thority upon said Whitney, as shown to you ina 
written communication, what was that authority, 
what were the claims or requests made by hii, 
what was the case of the Commercial bank at New 
Orleans? 

“Mr, Gillett objected to this question, which was 
decided in the affirmative by the following vote: 

“Ayes—Messrs. Garland, Pierce, Wise, John- 
son, Hamer, Martin, Peyton, Fairfield. 

“No—Mr. Gillett. 

“Answer. The cases referred to in my report of 
the 11th instant, where differences of opinion oc- 
curred, and an authority was produced, but not found 
hecessary to be filed, were those of the Commercial 
bank at Cincinnati, and the Commercial bank at 
New Orleans. I meniioned the Planters’ bank only 
as one in which a general notice had been given, 
and was on file, as to his agency, and a copy of 
Which was annexed. The particular case of the 
Commercial bank at Cincinnati was, so far as I re- 
collect, a letter which he held in his hand and 
read, wishing him to request the department to change 
the place to which some of the transfers outstanding 
against it were to be made, such as from other parts 
of Ohio, or Kentucky, or New Orleans, or Phila- 
delphia; and stating the reasons for the request to be, 
that the banks in Ohio and Kentucky would pro- 
bably demand specie or be less accommodating as 
to the payments than those at a distance. I think 
itstated further, that an extension of some of the 
(ransfers was desirable, if the department could con- 
Ventently grant it, and complained that the time 
already allowed was too short. The agent also 
urged both these requests, assigning similar reasons, 
and that the time granted in several cases was less 
than that formerly allowed, under like circum- 
Stances, to the United States bank to make trans- 
fers. I declined to change the places from Ohio 
and Kentucky, as requested, because, under the 
late deposite law, I felt bound to confine to the 
Neighborhood those particular transfers, till about 
money enough was placed in Ohio and Kentucky 
to meet their share of the anticipated division of 
the surplus and the current expenditures, rather than 
send it to a distance; but the time for some of the 
transfers, which seemed too short, I proposed to ex- 
tend as long as seemed to me proper. He, however, 
declined taking such extension in behalf of the bank, 


not be usefui so little extended; and, therefore, I 
wrote to the bank itself what had been proposed 
to him and his declining it, and that I should, not- 
withstanding, give the extension which to me seem- 
ed suitable, and the bank, if not accepting it, might 
pay the money over at the time originally fixed. In 
respect to the commercial bank at N. Orleans, the ap- 
plication by the agent was, according to my recollec- 
tion, with a letter, setting out that the department had, 
by transfers and warrants, drawn out, or proposed to 
draw out, all or nearly all the public money in its 
possession, and wishing him to request it to revoke 
some of the a Pay, and possibly to postpone some 
to a much later day if none could be revoked. I in- 
formed him that the bank must be in an error, as, 
before signing a transfer or sending one, I was al- 
ways careful to see that it would not reduce a bank 
too low. I sent for the clerk who had charge of 
the subject, and examined into tt critically, and de- 
clined to revoke any of them, as I felt satisfied that 
the bank and its agent considered the money the 
bank had been notified it would probably be called 
on to pay the state of Louisiana during 1837, but for 
which no transfers had then been issued, and which 
I told him would not be issued when the time of 
payment arrived, provided the bank should, before 
that time, be drawn down too low. I informed him, 
also, that the bank had, by mistake, included one 
transfer, in order to make out its case, which had 
never been issued, according to our records; and 
hence I could not revoke any that had been issued. 
He seemed to be sutisfied that the bank was right. 
Whether any extensions of time were given in this 
case I do not remember, but know that none were 
given beyond the period of the quarterly payments 
to the states, for which purpose these transfers had 
been seasonably ordered.” 

“8, Is Reuben M. Whitney the person through 
whom all or any of the communications, verbal or 
written, which are or have been made by the trea- 
sury department, or by you personally, to the banks 
of deposite of the public money of which he is 
agent, or which are or have been made by said 
banks to said department, or to you personally. 

«Answer. In reply to this question, if properly 
understood by me, I would state that most of the 
communications received from the deposite banks, 
or made to them, are direct between them and the 
department, though occasionally they are made 
through Mr. Whitney in behalf of some of them. 
I am not aware of any letter on record, from or to 
Mr. Whitney as their agent, except as named in 
my report of the 11th instant; though in some in- 
stances, I think, when making some request for 
information in their behalf, he has shown to me 
letters, or held them in his hand, which he said 
were from them. 

«‘When the application in their behalf has been 
made by him verbally, and no letter has been writ- 
ten by them to the department, it has been custo- 
mary to make to him a verbal reply, if the business 
was of little importance. But if it was considered of 
much magnitude, a written communication has ge- 
nerally been sent by the department directly to the 
bank concerned. 

“Other persons, as remarked in my report to 
the committee on the 11th instant, have been the 
organ of communicating the wishes of several of 
the deposite banks on several occasions, and ina 
manner similar to that above described as to Mr. 
Whitney.” 

«y, Are most or all of the communications re- 
ceived by you or the department from the deposite 
banks, or made to them by you or the department, 
directly or through Mr. Whitney, contained in your 
communication of the 11th instant to this com- 
mittee? if not, where and what are they? 

‘“Mr. Gillett objected to its being propounded. 
On the question, shall the interrogatory be pro- 

ounded? it was decided in the affirmative as fol- 

ows: 

«s A yes—-Messrs. Garland, Pierce, Fairfield, Wise, 
Johnson, Hamer, Martin, Peyton. 

“No—Mr. Gillett. 

“The question being propounded to the witness, 
he returned the following answer? 

«All the communications made to or from the 
department, whether directly or through Mr. Whit- 
ney, which have been found on record or on file, and 
which relate to his appointment or compensation as 
agent, are believed to be annexed to my report to 
the committee on the 11st instant. 

“But there are numerous other communications 
on other subjects with the deposite banks, relating 
to their duties and requests, &c. both to and from 
them, and which probably fill several volumes, and 
are now at the department.” 

As to the sixth and last subject of inquiry con- 
tained in the resolution of the house of representa- 
tives, viz: “Does said agent receive any compensa- 


are of opinion, from the evidence, that although he 
does not receive directly any pay or emolument 
from the treasury department, yet it is manifest 
that the banks, who are depositories cf the pub- 
lie money, and which have thereby become prac- 
tically the treasury of the government, would not 
have employed and paid said agent, if they were 
not depositories of the public money. 

Page 238 of the journal of the committee—Ques- 
tion to W. D. Lewis, cashier of the Girard bank: 
‘Question 22. Would the Girard bank have any 
use for the agency of Reuben M. Whitney, such as 
said agency is now constituted, if said bank were 
not a deposite bank? 

“Mr. Gillett objected to this question, which was 
decided in the affirmative by the following vote: 
‘“Ayrs—Messrs. Peyton, Wise, Garland. 
‘“<Nors—Messrs. Gillett, Hamer. 

“The question was propounded to the witness 
who replied as follows: 

“Answer. I think not.” 

The minority of the committee respectfully sug- 

est for the consideration of the house in future, 
if it should think proper, to resume the considera- 
tion of this subject, when more time can be granted 
for such an investigation, which will require the 
whole of a long session of congress instead of the 
short and inadequate period which has been allowed 
to this committee. 

It was not until the 20th day of January that the 
committee adopted a resolution calling upon the 
officers of the deposite banks, and receivers of the 
public money, to forward to the committee such 
evidence as mig'it be in their possesion; and it was 
determined on the 18th day of February that the 
committee would take no additional testimony after 
that day, circumscribing the whole investigation 
within the time of twenty-nine days. And the com- 
mittee are hurried on to make their report before 
any answer or communication has been received 
from many sources, from which important evidence 
was expected to be received. 

That there is much important evidence which 
the committee have been unable to obtain, for want 
oftime, will in some measure appear by the follow- 
ing extracts taken from letters received by a mem- 
ber of the committee from gentlemen of the first 
intelligence and standing. 

First, from a gentleman in Philadelphia, stating 
that Mr. Van Wyck, cashier of the Union bank, 
which is a depository of the public money at Nash- 
ville, Tennessee, said in Philadelphia that when he 
visited Washington, on business connected with 
the deposite bank of which he is an officer, he 
called upon Mr. Whitney, laid his business before 
him, together with a check or bill for one thousand 
dollars, and on the next day he was informed by 
Mr. Whitney that the favors or accommodations 
which he sought were granted. 

About the time this letter was received, on the 
morning of the 28th of January, the witness, R. 
M. Whitney, returned before the committee to file 
certain letters to which reference had been made 
by him at a previous examination, and the follow- 
ing questions were propounded to him by Mr. Pey- 
ton. (See page 103 of the journal of the com- 
mittee.) 

“Question 2. Did, the secretary of the treasury 
introduce to you John Tillson, jr. when he came to 
Washington on the business of obtaining a deposite 
of the public money in the bank of Illinois, called 
the state bank, of which he was a director, and re- 
fer him to you on that subject? 

‘Answer. The secretary of the treasury did not 
introduce Mr. Tillson to me, nor to my knowledge 
was he ever referred to me by that officer. As 
well as I now recollect, Mr. Tillson was introduced 
to me by Mr. Williams, of Cincimnati, at the time 
he presented the letter from J. D. Beers. 

“Question 3. When Mr. Van Wyck, cashier of 
one of the deposite banks at Nashville, Tennessee, 
came to this city some time since on business con- 
nected with the said deposite bank, did he lay his 
business before you, together with a bill or check 
for one thousand dollars, or any other sum of mo- 
ney? State fully all the facts and circumstances of 
this transaction. 

“Answer. I decline answering this interrogato- 
ry.” 

"The witness having declined answering the in- 
terrogatory, Mr. Peyton, on the evening of the 
same day, proposed that several interrogatories 
should be propounded to Mr. Van Wick, and for- 
warded without delay to the commissioners at Nash- 
ville, Tennessee, and, pending this motion, Mr. 
Gillett moved that the committee should adjourn, 
which, being negatived, the vote was taken on the 
proposed interrogatories to Mr. Van Wyck, as fol- 
lows: 

“A yes—Messrs. Garland, Wise, Johnson, Ha- 








unless I could make it longer, thinking it would 


tion from the treasury department?” the minority 
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““Nors—Messrs. Pierce, Fairfield, Gillett.” 

The following is an extract from the letter dated 
Nashville, February 9, 1837, to a member of the 
committee, from a gentleman in that city: 

“It is gro unfortunate that Van Wyck left 
this for New Orleans about the 15th of January.— 
He stated the same here to —— and others, that he 
did in Philadelphia, and*were it possible to get his 
testimony, it would be a clincher,” &c. 

From a gentleman in Cincinnati: 

_ “I am under subpeena to testify in the Whitney 
inquiries. My information is hearsay only. The 
qtiestions, as propounded, are not calculated to eli- 
cit facts and motives as they exist in the deposite 
banks here. Under the present questions, nothing 

will be obtained,” &c. 

On the protest of the said Whitney, the minority 
will forbear to make any further comment than to 
remark, that the learned counsel, who drew up that 
protest, in which they portray and defend in such 
eloquent terms the sanctity of private rights, appear 
to have overlooked the point upen which the whole 
argument turns, to wit: that R. M. Whitney’s agen- 
cy, in transacting the business between the depo- 
site banks and the treasury, and which gives him 
the control of the public money, is not a private 
and individual, but a public and official employment. 

The minority would earnestly call the attention 
of the house to the position assumed in the protest 
of said Whitney, as well as by several of the depo- 
site banks, that the secretary of the treasury alone 
has the right of examining, either by himself, or by 
his ageut, into the condition of the deposite banks, 
and safety of the public money, but that congress 
has no right whatever to exercise a visitorial or su- 
pervising power over the banks which are deposito- 
ries of the public money in any case whatever. 

Te illustrate the absurdity of this position, it is 
only necessary to suppose a case in which a secre- 
tary of the treasury, either from want of capaci 
or integrity, should give up his control, and permit 
the treasure of the nation to be squandered or di- 
vided out as legitimate spoils between the fiscal 
agents of the government and their secret and con- 
fidential agent. In such a case as this, has not con- 
gress the power to interpose and rescue the trea- 
. sure of the country? 

In the conctusion of the protest of the witness, 
(R. M. Whitney), he introduces the subject of his 
character, his conduct during the late war, and his 
examination before a committee appointed to ex- 
amine into the affairs of the United States bank in 
1832. (See page 79 of journal.) He says: 

“T went to Canada as a clerk: I afterwards be- 
came engaged in business on my own account.— 
When the war broke out I had a great deal of mo- 
ney scattered about in that country, having sold 
much on credit, all of which I should have sacrific- 
ed by leaving it, when the war was declared. I re- 
mained, therefore, having the permission of the 
British government to do so. I tuok an oath to 
obey the laws of the country while I remained 
there.” 

‘ The witness having thus voluntarily made an is- 

sue as to his character and conduct, the minority 

will submit a brief statement of the facts without 
comment. [ 

In the minority report of the bank committee, at 
page 307, it is stated: 

“There was one occurrence during the transac- 
tions of Thomas Biddle & Co. with the bank which 
merits particular notice. 

“An informer and w:tness by the name of Whit- 
ney, who had formerly been a director of the bank, 
was produced, who declared, upon oath, that in 
May, 1834, two of the cashiers of the bank had in- 
formed him that Thomas Biddle & Co. had been in 
the habit of drawing money out of the bank on a 
deposite of stock in the teller’s drawer, without pay- 
ing interest, and that the president of the bank has 
discounted two notes, one for Thomas Biddle & Co. 


and one for Charles Biddle, without the authority of'| © 


the directors. This witness stated that he went 
with these officers of the bank, and examined the 
teller’s drawer and the discount book, and found 
the facts which had been stated to him verified by 
the examination. He also stated, to give addition- 
al certainty to his averments, that he made a memo- 
randum at the time, with the dates of the transac- 
actions, which memorandum he produced to the 
committee. Having thus unalterably fixed the date 
of the transaction, as if by some fatality he went 
on to say that he immediately proceeded into the 
room of Mr. Biddle, the president, and remonstrat- 
ed with him against the irregular proceedings, and 
that Mr. Biddle promised him that they should not 
occur again. 

“In the interval between the adjournment of the 
committee that day, and its meeting the next, a 
member of the board of directors suggested to Mr. 
Biddle that he was, about the time of this alleged 








transaction, in the city of Washington. On exam- 
ining the journal of the board, and tite letter-book, 
it was found, by entries and letters, that for several 
days eee to the alleged interview between the 
president and Whitney, and for several days after- 
wards, the president was absent on a visit to this 
city, on business of the bank, and general Cadwa- 
lader was acting as president, in his place. Thus 
was this artfully devised story, which was intended 
to blast the reputation of a high-minded and honora- 
ble man, through one of those extraordinary inter- 
sitions by which Providence sometimes con- 
ounds the contrivances of the wicked, made to re- 
coil upon the head of its inventor, who must for- 
ever stand forth as a blasted monument of the spee- 
dy and retributive justice of heaven.” 

The following resolution was unanimously adopt- 
ed by the committee, a majority of whom were the 
political friends of said Whitney, and three of that 
majority, to wit: Messrs. F. Thomas, of Maryland, 
C. C. Cambreleng, of N. York, and co!. R. M. 
Johnson, of Kentucky, are now members of the 
house of representatives: 

“Resolved, That the charges brought against the 
ae agg of lending money to Mr. Thomas Biddle 

Co. without interest, and of discounting notes 
for that house, and for Charles Biddle, without the 
sanction of the directors, are without foundation; 
and that there does not exist any ground for charg- 
ing the president with having shown, or manifested 
any disposition to show, any partiality to those in- 
dividuals, in their transactions with the bank.” 

The following questions were propounded to said 
ome when examined before that committee in 
1832: 

“Question by Mr. Watmough. How long have 
you been a resident of this country? 

‘Answer. I was born in this country. 

“Question by same. Were you not a resident of 
Canada during the late war? 

‘Answer. [ resided there from 1808 to the spring 
of 1816, when I removed to this city. 

“Question by Mr. Adams. In what place in Ca- 
nada did you reside during the late war? 

“Answer. In Montreal. I went to Canada as a 
clerk. I afterwards became engaged in business 
on my own account. When the war broke out, | 
had a great deal of money scattered about in that 
country, having sold much on credit, all of which I 
should have sacrificed by leaving it when war was 
declared. I remained, therefore, having the per- 
mission of the government to do so. 

“Question by same. Did you ever ask permis- 
sion of the government of the United States to re- 
main there? 

“Answer. I never did. 

‘Question by same. On what conditions did the 
British governmént permit you to remain in Cana- 
da during the war? . 

‘Answer. I took an oath to observe the laws of 
the country while I remained there. 

“Question by same. Did you understand that to 
be an oath of allegiance? 

“Answer. No; I did not, permanently.’’ 

The committee adopted the following as the 29th 
interrogatory: 

“At the time he [Whitney] was so designated, 
were you acquainted with him personally; and was 
he favorably known to you, either for capacity or 
integrity? 

“To this interrogatory, some of the officers of the 
bank responded favorably to said Whitney. And 
one of them, (Philip Riley), a director in the Moya- 
mensing bank of Philadelphia, responded unfavora- 
bly to his character.” 

The following interrogatory was proposed by 
Mr. Peyton to be put to chief justice Taney, (page 
146): 

“Question 5. At that time, was Mr. Whitney 
known to you? If yea, was he favorably known to 
you for capacity, as well as integrity? 

Mr. Gillett objected to this question; which was 
decided in the negative, by the following vote: 

Aves—Messrs. Garland, Wise, Peyton. 

Nors—Messrs. Fairfield, Gillett, Hamer, Mar- 
tin.” 

And the question was not propounded to Mr. 
Taney, notwithstanding it had been to other wit- 
nesses. . 

Page 61, question 48: To Mr. Woodbury: 

“Do you know Reuben M. Whitney’s general 
character for truth and veracity; and would you be- 
lieve him on oath when strongly tempted to swear 
falsely? 

«Mr. Hamer objected to this question; and it was 
rejected.” 

Questions of a like nature, embracing the gene- 
ral character for honesty and veracity, were pro- 
pounded to many other witnesses and rejected. 

The following questions were propounded to 
Wm. D. Lewis, cashier of the Girard bank: 





Page 223, question 7. ‘In your last answe; OU 
say that, so far as your personal knowledge extends 
of Mr. Whitney, it is favorable to his character ,, 
capacity and integrity. Will you be good enough 
to say how far your personal knowledge does ey. 
tend? Do you know R. M. Whitney’s genera} cha. 
racter as an honest, trustworthy man? If yea, is that 
general character good or bad? 

“Mr. Gillett objected to this question; which was 
decided in the negative, by the following vote: 

“Ay—Mr. Peyton. 

“Nors—Messrs. Garland, Pierce, Gillett, aj. 
field, Martin. 

“Question 8. Are you, or are you not, acquaint. 
ed with the general moral character of R. M. Whit. 
ney? 

“Mr. Gillett objected to this question; which was 
decided in the negative, by the following vote: 

«““Ay—Mr. Peyton. 

‘‘Nors—Messrs. Garland, Pierce, Fairfield, Gj. 
lett, Martin. 

“Question 9. Do you, or do you not, know, from 
information of a general nature, that said Whitney 
was one of the British commissaries during {he 
late war in Canada? Has he not the reputation of 
having been the keeperof a gambling house or {aro 
bank in Philadelphia, since he returned to the Unit. 
ed States? Has he not been guilty of many disho. 
nest practices to defraud his creditors; and is he 
not notoriously a bankrupt, and at this time living 
in luxury and splendor in the prison-bounds of this 
city? 

“Mr. Gillett objected to this question; which was 
decided in the negative, by the tollowing vote: 

“Ay—Mr. Peyton. 

‘““Nors—Messrs. Garland, Pierce, Fairfield, Gi)- 
lett, Martin. 

For further evidence of the character of said 
Whitney for veracity and integrity, reference is 
made to the evidence and letters of chief justice 
Taney and other witnesses, and papers herewith 
reported to the house. For the fact that he isa 
bankrupt, now in the prison-bounds of this city, 
with judgments against him for damages to the 
amount of ninety-five thousand and twenty-one 
dollars, ($95,021), with suits now pending to the 
amount of $5,700 in the court of this District against 
him, reference is made to the extracts from the re- 
cord herewith filed, (exhibit W.) For the fact that 
he has been guilty of dishonest practices to defraud 
his creditors, reference is made to the examination 
of R. S. Coxe, esq. the attorney who has had the ma- 
nagement of many claims against him. 

‘he minority of the committee cannot conclude 
their report without calling particular attention to 
the fact that after said Whitney was discharged from 
his examination before the committee, the anony- 
mous letter of the 8th November, 1834, which was 
enclosed by him as a recommendation of himself te 
the bank of Burlington, Vermont, of which he says: 
“I herewith enclose you a letter written by one liv- 
ing here high in the confidence of the executive,” 
was sent to the committee by said bank. 

A motion was made by Mr. Peyton that the said 
Whitney be resummoned to appear, and _ state on 
oath who was the author of that letter. The pro- 
position was negatived by the committee as follows: 

Ayrs—Messrs. Garland, Johnson, Wise, Pey- 
ton. 

Nors—Messrs. Gillet, Fairfield, Hamer, Martin, 
Pierce. 

Mr. Peyton presented the matter to the house, 
and offered a resolution directing that the speaker 1s- 
sue a subpena for said Whitney to appear before 
the committee of which the hon. James Garland 1s 
chairman, to testify in relation to the authorship 0! 
that letter; which resolution was negatived in the 
house by the following vote: yeas 86, nays 97. 

Mr. Peyton then offered a resolution that said 
Whitney be summoned to appear at the bar of the 
house, and testify as to the authorship of said letter, 
which was negatived: yeas 76, nays 102. 

Thus has been suppressed the author of a letter 
which is calculated to throw much light upon the 
most important inquiry contained in the resolution 
of the house of representatives. But the commit 
tee would fondly hope that so far as the character 
of the house is concerned, there was no necessity 
that the witness (Whitney) should stand mute, and 
refuse to answer the following interrogatories: 

Page 81, journal of committee. ‘Question 4. 
Have yon held conversation, consulted or advised 
with any member of this committee, or of the 
house of representatives, as to the course you shoul 
or should not pursue? 

“Answer. This, like the last interrogatory, I 
consider entirely of an inquisitorial character; yet 
I will nevertheless answer it so far as to say, that 
have never held ‘conversation, consulted or advise 
with any member of this committee’ as to the course 
I should or should not pursue. 
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meee ‘ ‘ 
«Question 5. In the answer just given, you re- 
fr only to members of this committee. State if 
ou have ever held such conversation, consultation 
been advised by any member of the house of re- 
resentatives, as to the course which you should or 
F ould not pursue, in your examination before this 
nittee. 
ee Gillett objected to this question, which was 
gecided in the affirmative by the following vote: 
«Ayss—Messts. Garland, Martin, Peyton, John- 
son, Wise. , 
«Nors—Messrs. Fairfield, Gillett, Hamer. 
«The question being propounded to the witness, 
he replied as follows: I stated that I considered the 


mist interrogatory altogether of an inquisitorial cha- 


neter, though I subsequently answered a part. I 
consider this interrogatory, also, altogether of an 
inquisitorial character, and decline answering it. 


«Question 6. Did any member of this commit- 
tee or house, give any arlvice, assistance or opinion 
in relation to the drawing up the protest as filed by 
you to-day, or to the propriety or impropriety of 
your making such protest. 

«Answer. This interrogatory I view as altoge- 
ther of an inquisitorial character, and decline giv- 
ing any answer. 

«Question 7. Has any member of this commit- 
fee, or of the house of representatives, read or heard 
read, or been informed of the contents of the pro- 
test which you have this day filed, before it was 
filed? 

“Answer. This, like the last interrogatory, I 
consider inguisitorial, and therefore decline answer- 
ing it.” 

At page 90 cf journal of committee, said witness 
states in answer to a question of Mr. Hamer, 


“No member of this committee has given me any 
alvice, assistance or opinion, in relation to drawing 
up my protest whatever. Ever since the commit- 
tee was appointed, I have, from motives of delica- 
cy, studiously avoided holding conversation with 
any member of it.” 


In accordance with the foregoing facts and views, 
the minority submit to the house, as they submitted 
to the committee, the following resolutions as the 
conclusion to which they have been brought, by 
the evidence before them. BALIE PEYTON, 

HENRY A. WISE. 

March 1, 1837. 


Wednesday, February 22. 

Mr. Wise proposed seven resolutions, and mov- 
ed the first as a substitute for Mr. Pierce’s first re- 
solution: 

Ist. Resolved, It is the Opinion of this committee, 
and it finds the facts to be so, from much of the 
testimony of several witnesses, that several of the 
deposite banks, how many is not ascertained in evi- 
dence, and whether by joint or several contract does 
not clearly appear, have employed an agent to re- 
sideat the seat of government to transact certain 
business for them with or at the treasury depart- 
ment, as described in the various testimony before 
the committee; and that in most of the cases Reu- 
ben M. Whitney is their agent, who resides here 
permanently, and who has his office in the same 
block of buildings occupied by the treasury depart- 
ment, and that other agents have, in the like man- 
her, in some instances, been temporarily, if not 
gmt employed by some of the deposite 

anks, 

This was put to the vote, and decided in the ne- 
gative, as follows: 

Aves—Messrs. Wise, Johnson, Peyton. 

Nors—Messrs. Garland, Pierce, Fairfield, Gil- 
lett, Hamer, Martin. 

The question then being on the adoption of Mr. 
Pierce’s first resolution, it was decided in the affir- 
mative by the following vote: 

Ayves—Messrs. Garland, Pierce, Fairfield, Gil- 
lett, Hamer, Martin. 

Nors—Messrs. Wise, Johnson, Peyton. 

Mr. Wise moved the 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, 6th and 7th 


of his resolutions as substitutes for all the others of 


Mr. Pierce, 
The following are the resolutions: 


2d. Resolved, That, in the opinion of this com- 
mittee, the character of the business which such 
agent or agents are so employed to transact is ge- 
Nerally aescribed in the following letter from of- 
ficers o { certain deposite banks to the hon. R. B. 
Taney, secretary of the treasury, (see exhibit A, 
page 17 of the printed journal, as published in the 
former part of this report), and in the testimony of 
Mr. Woodbury, as contained in his reply to this 


committee of January 11, 1837, to wit: 


“Some of the banks are so situated as to their 
extensive capital and discounts, their heavy business 
in exchanges, their large deposites, payments and 
transfers, that it is manifest to all acquainted with 


such operations as stated in the above letter ad- 
dressed to my predecessor, and in my reply of 5th 
November, 1834, before annexed, that an intelligent 
agent or corespondent here might often prove very 
useful and convenient, both in respect to their busi- 
ness in behalf of the treasury, and their business 
vith the commercial community, as well as with 
each other.” 

Tn answer to the next question, “I know nothin 
with accuracy beyond what has already been stated, 
as to the duties he is to discharge for those banks 
which employ him. But I presume, as just inti- 
mated, it is to communicate the earliest information 
on all subjects he may suppose to affect their in- 
terest, whether as public DEPOSITORIEsS or private 
banking institutions; to give his advice and aid 
when called for or deemed useful in the transaction 
of their business of EITHER character; to be the 
organ, at times of presenting their wishes to the de- 
partment in respect to subjects connected with their 
public obligations; and to procure here and commu- 
nicate the best intelligence in his power on the state 
of the money market at home and abroad; on the 
condition of the currency, and of the exchanges and 
on the supposed legislation likely to happen in con- 
ress, either as to the banks themselves, or as to 
avy appropriations to be ‘gs by them; and, in 
fine, on any other topic which he may consider in- 
teresting or beneficial to his employers.” And 
further, that the character of the business which 
such agent is employed to transact is shown by 
some of the replies of the deposite banks, particu- 
larly that of the bank of Burlington, Vermont, and 
of Michigan, Detroit. 

It is further shown, by circulars franked by the 
department for Reuben M. Whitney to the deposite 
banks, and by those sent by him to the receivers of 
the public money, which are on the files of this 
committee, and by the evidence of McClintock 
Young, esq. chief clerk of the treasury department. 
3d. Resolved, That the committee cannot report 
precisely the full amount of compensation to such 
agent, but it has ascertained that several banks pay 
one thousand dollars each per annum, that several 
pay five hundred dollars each per annum, and that 
several pay lesser sums each per annum, to Reuben 
M. Whitney, as their agent, besides several sums 
which have been paid by one or more banks to him 
at different times in the form of a bonus. And it 
is the opinion of this committee that each bank 
which employs said Whitney pays him whatever it 
deems reasonable and proper. 

4th. Resolved, (as the opinion of this committee), 
That no such agent was employed at the request or 
through the procurement of the treasury depart- 
ment whilst the hon. Wm. J. Duane or the hon. R. 
B. Taney was at the head thereof, as appears by 
their letters as given in evidence by them and the 
witness, Reverdy Johnson, esq. 

That, after the hon. Levi Woodbury was appoint- 
ed secretary of the treasury, on the 4th day of No- 
vember, 1834, Reuben M. Whitney addressed to 
him the following letter, enclosing the said letter 
from the deposite banks in Philadelphia, N. York 
and Boston, to wit: 

(See exhibit B, page 19, of the pzinted journal, 
published in this report.) ; 

That, in reply thereto, Mr. Woodbury addressed 
to him, (Whitney), the following letter to wit: 

(See exhibit C, page 19, of the printed journal, 
published in this report.) 

That Reuben M. Whitney did use and exhibit 
the said letter from Mr. Woodbury as a letter of 
recommendation to several of the deposite banks, as 
shown by their replies in answer to the interroga- 
tories of this committee; that said banks themselves 
received and acted upon that letter as a recommen- 
dation to appoint such an agent, and as a recom- 
mendation of said Whitney; and it is the opinion of 
this committee that some of the deposite banks 
would not have appointed said becering their agent 
if said letter had not been written to him and sent 
to them as a letter of recommendation from the se- 
cretary of the treasury. 

5th. Resolved, That, as to ““whether the business 
of the treasury department with said banks is con- 
ducted through said agent,” this committee would 
refer to the entire testimony of Mr. Woodbury, the 
correspondence of said Whitney with the treasury 
department, and the banks, so far as this investiga- 
tion has developed the same, to the said circulars 
of R. M. Whitney to the banks and the receivers 
of public money, and to the character of his busi- 
ness generally, as described by’the testimoney be- 
fore mentioned. This committee is clearly of opi- 
nion that much of the information as to the busi- 
ress of the deposite banks with the treasury is com- 
raunicated through said Whitney to and from the 
department, verbally and in writing. 

6th. Resolved, (as the opinion of this committee), 





tract, before and since the act of congress regulat- 
ing the deposite of the public money, fiscal agents 
of the government; that those of them which have 
employed an agent or agents to transact their bu- 
siness with the treasury department would not have 
employed or paid such agent or agents unless their 
fiscal relations and public obligations to the govern- 
ment had existed; and though said agent does not 


g | directly receive any compensation from the treasu- 


ry department, yet he would not be employed. and 
paid by the cash which do employ and pay him 
or them, if they were not public depositories, and 
which have the keeping and the use of the public 
money upon the terms and conditions imposed by 
act of congress. 

7th. Resolved, That this committee refers to the 
entire testimony before it upon the various points 
of inquiry referred to it, and that the same be re- 
ported to the house. 

The, question being on the adoption of the above 
resolutions as substitutes, it was decided in the ne- 
gative, by the following vote: 

Ayvres—Messrs. Wise, Peyton, Johnson. 
Noxrs—Messrs. Garland, Pierce, Fairfield, Gillett, 
Hamer, Martin. 

Mr. Wise moved his fourth resolution, with the 
addition, to wit: ‘“‘With the exception of said letter, 
there is no evidence of any recommendation of said 
Woodbury for the appointment of said Whitney, or 
any other agent,” as a substitute for Mr. Pierce’s 
second; which was decided in the negative, by the 
following vote: 

Ayvrs—Messrs. Garland, Wise, Johnson, Peyton. 
Nors—Messrs. Pierce, Fairfield, Gillett, Hamer, 
Martin. 

Mr. Johnson moved to amend the second resolu- 
tion offered by Mr. Pierce, by adding thereto the 
following words: ‘Unless the letter of Mr. Wood- 
bury to R. M. Whitney, dated November 5, 1834, 
in reply to the letter of the said Whitney, dated No- 
vember 4, 1834, shall be construed as a recommen- 
dation of ‘an agent of the deposite banks, resident 
in Washington, from whose services and corres- 
pondence great advantage might, in a fiscal and com- 
mercial view, be derived to said banks.’’? The 
amendment was decided in the negative, by the fol- 
lowing vote: 

Ayves—Messrs. Garland, Wise, Johnson, Peyton. 
Nors—Messrs. Pierce, Fairfield, Gillett, Hamer, 
Martin. 

The question then being on the adoption of Mr. 
Pierce’s second resolution, it was decided in the 
affirmative by the following vote: 

Ayvres— Messrs. Garland, Pierce, Fairfield, Gillett, 
Hamer, Martin. 

Nors—Messrs. Wise, Peyton, Johnson. 

Mr. Wise moved his fifth resolution as a substi- 
tute for Mr. Pierce’s third resolution, which was 
decided in the negative by the following, vote: 
Ayvres—Messrs. Wise, Johnson, Peyton. 
Nors—Messrs. Garland, Pierce, Fairfield, Gil- 
lett, Hamer, Martin. 

The question then being on the adoption of Mr. 
Pierce’s third resolution, it was decided in the affir- 
mative by the following vote: 

Ayvres—Messrs. Garland, Pierce, Fairfield, Gil- 
lett, Hamer, Johnson, Martin. 

Nors—Messrs. Wise, Peyton. 

Mr. Wise offered his sixth resolution as a substi- 
tute to Mr. Pierce’s fourth resolution, which was 
decided in the negative by the following vote: 

Ayrs—Messrs. Wise, Peyton, Johnson. 

Nors—Messrs. Garland, Pierce, Fairfield, Gil- 
lett, Hamer, Martin. 

The question then being on the adoption of Mr. 
Pierce’s fourth resolution, it was decided in the af- 
firmative by the following vote: 

Ayres—Messrs. Garland, Pierce, Fairfield, Gil- 
lett, Johnson, Hamer, Martin, 

Nors—Messrs. Wise, Peyton. 

Mr. Wise offered his second and third resolutions 
as substitutes for Mr. Pierce’s fifth, which was de- 
cided in the negative by the following vote: 

Ayves—Messrs. Garland, Wise, Johnsun, Peyton. 

Nors—Messrs. Pierce, Fairfield, Gillett, Hamer, 
Martin. 

Mr. Wise then offered his first, second and third 
resolutions, as substitutes for Mr. Pierce’s filth, 
which was decided in the negative by the following 
vote: 

Avres—Messrs. Wise, Johnson, Peyton. 

Nors—Messrs. Garland, Pierce, Fairfield, Gil- 
lett, Hamer, Martin. 

The question then being on the adoption of Mr. 
Pierce’s first resolution, it was decided in the affir- 
mative by the following vote: 

Ayres—Messrs. Garland, Pierce, Fairfield, Gil- 
lett, Johnson, Hamer, Martin, 

Nors—Messrs. Wise, Peyton. 

(The tabular statements and other papers ap- 





That the several deposite banks became, by con- 








pended to this report in our next.] 
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Wit in the north. At Arbroam, on the 16th ult. 
Mrs. John Forrest was brought to bed of a son.— 
The father, whose conservatism is well known, = 
inted the day of the Glasgow Peel banquet for 
s baptism, and named him Robert Peel. The mi- 
nister who performed the duty, concluded his bene- 
dictions on the child with these words: ‘May he 

ossess all the virtues and talents (talons?) of the 
illustrious statesman whose name he bears.”” The 
father rejoined: “He has one more already;” the 
boy having six fingers on each hand and six toes on 
the left foot, all perfect. 


Economy in Parisian affairs. As a proof of the 
economy with which the affairs of the city of Paris 
are managed, the following are the balances left in 
hand, after payment of, or provision for, all charges 
and expenses, at the end of each of the last five 
years. In 1832, the balance amounted to 994,220f.; 
in 1833, to 1,816,343f.; in 1834, to 2,812,544f. and 
in 1835, to 4,882,958f.; inaking a total of 10,506,045 
rancs. This accumulation has enabled the muni- 
cipality to execute improvements and embellish- 
ments which are annually rendering Paris more 
healthy, more extensive, inore wealthy and more 
flourishing. 

Pedestrianism—a walk for a wager. A shorttime 
since, Townsend and Berry, the pedestrians, started 
inarace on foot for Brighton, from the Elephant 
and Castle. Townsend, who had 20 minutes law 
gree him, started at 5 minutes past 8, and Berry at 

5 minutes past. Townsend kept the lead till he 
reached Crawley, 30 miles from town, where Berry 
overtook him, and kept: his advantage till within 6 
miles of Brighton, where Townsend again took the 
lead, and entered Brighton in triumph, the winner 
— the journey in 8 hours and 37 minutes. 

hey were both much distressed, but particularly 
Berry, who was obliged tu ride the last four miles 
into Brighton. The race was for abet of £100— 
£50 aside. There were many bets depending on 
the match. Betting, 5 to 4 upon Townsend, who 
is several years older than Berry. | 


London bill of mortality. The subjoined state- 
ments are compiled froin the annual report of the 


_ company of parish clerks, for the year ending Dec. 
13, 1836: 


Christened. Buried. 











In 97 parishes within the walls 859 854 

In 17 do. without the walls 4,359 3,045 
In 24 do. in Middlesex and 

Surrey 18,364 12,159 

In 10 do. in Westminster 2,673 2,171 

26,255 18,229 

Christened. Buried. 

Males 13,024 | Males 9,202 

Females 13,231 | Females 9,027 

26,255 18,229 


The aurora borealis was exceedingly brilliant at 
Paris the night of February 18th, and attracted 
crowds of gazers on the Boulevards. It was ofa 
pale rose color, parallel to the horizon and of a di- 
rection from north to west. 


Punishment for dangerous modes of quarrying. It 
was decided in a case in the Isle of Man, which has 
laws of its own, that gunpowder must not be used 
in quarrying, if dangerous to the vicinity. A stone 
of 14 pounds, from a stone quarry, recently fell into 
the roof of a foundry, and the defendant had to pay 
costs, and was prohibited this method of obtaining 
stone in future. 


Sublime hoax. It appears certain that the seed 
of a pretended monstrous cabbage of New Zealand, 
which an English speculator sold in Paris at the 
price of one frane each, was that of the common 
cabbage. The produce of this deception is suppos- 
ed to have amounted to 300,000 francs. 


Duelling. A jaw is proposed in Belgium, which, 
if enacted and carried into rigid execution, will ren- 
der duelling a loseing business in that kingdom. 
The penalty, in case of death, is to be ten years im- 
prisonment, and ten thousand dollars fine, on the 
part of the survivor, aud twenty years privation of 
civil and military rights. 


A blind fiddler, named Savage, died in Yalding, 
some weeks ago, who had been receiving parochial 
relief for years. After his death it was discovered 
that he possessed upwards of £900 in 2 London 
savings bank, where he had deposited it in his 
brother’s name, in order to avoid detection. 


An account is given in a Cork paper of a person’s 
etting admittance to the room of an invalid named 
Wise, who was confined to his bed at the time, and 
making him sign a document, under pain of having 
his brains blown out with a pistol which the intruder 


\that it be also recommended to them to. cultivate 





held to his head. The sick man in signing wrote ( 
his name so differently from his ordinary signature 
that there will be no difficulty in indentifying the pa- 
per should it ever be produced, in which event 
shonld the author be detected he will take a sea 
voyage at the king’s expense. 


The bay of Funday outdone. From observations 
lately made by M. Penaugq, it is found that the tides 
on the coast of Guayana, in South America, some- 
times rise to the astonishing height of 75 feet. 
Those in the bay of Funday, which have been con- 
sidered as the highest in the world, rise only to the 
height of 60 feet. 


Taxes. The aggregate of the poor taxes in 
England and Wales, which in 1832 was about 
£ 7,000,000, or $33,800,000, has been reduced to 
the extent of £4,000,000, that is nineteen millions 
two hundred thousand dollars per armum. 


Sovereigns of Europe. The following are the 
ages of the respective sovereigns of Europe: 

The king of Sweden, (Bernadotte) 72 years; 
pire of Rome, 71; king of England, 71; king of 

enmark, 66; king of Prussia, 66; king of the Ne- 
therlands, 65; king of the French, 64; king of Wur- 
temburg, 55; sultan, 51; king of Bavaria, 50; king 
of the Belgians, 46; emperor of Austria, 43; empe- 
ror of Russia, 40; king of Sardinia, 38; king of Na- 
ples, 36; king of Greece, 21; queen of Portugal, 
17; queen of Spain, 6. 


The increase of travelling consequent on the es- 
tablishment of rail roads is enormous. An English 
paper says that before the establishment of the 
Leed and Selby rail road, the number of passengers 
between the two towns was 15,000 a year; since 
then it has been 103,300, being an increase of 
nearly seven to one. 


The ex-king Gustavus IV, better known of late 
years as col. Gustafson, died at St. Gall on the 7th 
of February. He was born in 1778, and while yet 
a minor, succeeded his unhappy father Gustavus 
III, abdicated in favor of Bernadotte, the present 
king, in 1809, and passed the ensuing years until 
1834 alternately in Holland, Germany and Switzer- 
land. Since 1834 he has resided at St. Gall, poor 


and lonely. His disease was an affection of the 
lungs. 


A shock of earthquake was distinctly felt in the 
city of Mexico on the 18th ult. 





DOMESTIC CHRONICLE. 

Cotton factories are springing up rapidly in North 
Carolina—according to the Salemn (N. C.) Chro- 
nicle one of 2,000 spindles has been erected at 
Greensborough, one at Mocksville, one at Haw 
River, and another at Cane Creek. 


The senior editor of the Louisville City Gazette, 
the hon. J. J. Marshall has retired from his connec- 
tion with that paper, leaving his son James Birney 
Marshall, esq. sole editor and proprietor. The 
reason assigned for the retirement of judge Mar- 
shall is, the incompatibility of editorial and judi- 
cial avocations. 


Convention of printers. The printers of New 
Jersey are to hold a convention at Trenton on the 
second Wednesday in May next, for the purpose of 
devising such alterations for regulating the price of 
subscription, advertisements, job printing, &c. as 
the present advanced rate of prices in general, and 
justice to themselves demands. 

If the convention can fix upon a plan to make 
delinquent subscribers pay their respective dues, 
they will perform a most acceptable service to their 
brethren throughout the union. 


A convention of editors of newspapers in the 
state of Kentucky, assembled lately at Lexington, 
and adopted several excellent resolutions; much 
better, we fear, than will be the practice under 
them. The following is one of them: 

Ist. That in all fature discussions, whether poli- 
tical or otherwise, the editors of the Kentucky 
press shall carefully abstain from all disrespectful 
personal allusions or epithets towards each other; 
and shall conduct all controversies between them- 
selves with decency, decorum and moderation; and 


each other’s good will, and on all proper occasions, 
to advance each other’s interests. 


The agricultural society of Louisiana offer a pre- 
mium of $3,000 toany person who will within one 
year, prove to the satisfaction of the society that the 


bitter grass nut can be converted into a profitable ar- 
ticle of trade. 


Hard times for the fishes. The Rochester Daily 
Advertiser, in given an account of the consequences 
of the breaking up of the ice in Genesee river, says 





that ‘so great was the gorge of ice on Tuesday, 


$$ 
when it gave way atthe rapids, that it droye the 
fish from their beds in the deep water, and forceg 
them by hundreds on the banks high above the «,. 
dinary rise of the water, where, after the abatey, 
of the flood, the boys had rare sport in gathe; 
them up. All sorts and sizes were found aloy 
shore, high and dry.” 


Minister io Russia. We understand that the Upi, 
ed States ship Indepedence is ordered to proceed i 
the Delaware to convey Mr. Dallas to Russia, }, 
will probably depart some time this month. 


Brockport. Another destructive fire broke out), 
this village on the 19th ult. near the centre of ib 
square between Erie and King streets, and destroy. 
od fifteen buildings. The loss is computed % 
$20,000, of which $17,600 is insured. 


At the Saline reservation on Salt river, now owp. 
ed by Dr. Ely and one or two other gentlemen, a, 
Artesian well for the purpose of procuring salt wo. 
ter has been sunk to the depth of 500 feet. Fy, 
sixty feet of this distance the avger passed through 
solid rock salt. Here is a supply for the in:mcnse 
population destined at no great distance of time ty 
throng the valley of the father of rivers. 

[ Gen. Far, 


Human peirifications. The Hamilton (Tenn,) 
Observer states that two scientific gentlemen, vi); 
Mr. Chester of England, and Mr. Davis, of Phila. 
delphia, have recently discovered in a cave, on or 
near the Great Laurel Ridge of the Cumberland 
Mountains, three entire petrified bodies; one of a 
dog lying flat upon the rock, and two of men; one 
sitting, and the other standing with a spear balanced 
in his hand. Part of the clothes cf the human 
figures is also petrified. Preparations were making 
to forward their bodies to New York. 


Newspapers. Many years since, aecording to the 
Boston Mercantile Journal, when the brother of Dr. 
Franklin proposed to establish a newspaper in Des. 
ton, his friends advised him against the undertaking, 
alleging that there was already one newspaper in the 
town, and that two could not possibly be supported, 
In 1790, there were only 5 newspapers printed in 
New Hampshire; 10 in Masscchusetts; 4 in Rhode 
Island; 8 in Connecticut: 10 in New York: 2 in 
New Jersey; 1 in Delaware; 14 in Pennsylvania; 
4in Maryland; 6 in Virginia; 5 in South Carotine; 
3 in North Carolina, and 3 in Georgia—besices a 
few in Kentucky and Vermont, making in al, 
which were published in this country at that time, 
about eighty. The increase of newspapers since 
that period has been much greater than the increase 
of population. And they have not only increased 
in number but in magnitude, and we trust, in use- 
fulness. The number of newspapers now published 
in the United States is believed to be about 1,200. 


Illinois. The legislature of Hlinois adjourned on 
Monday the 6th uliimo. A great many laws of 


ent 


ih 
g the 


importance have been passed—whether for good or | 


evil we cannot say. A bill increasing the capits 
stock of the state bank two millions of dollars, and 
the bank of Shawnetown one million has hecome a 
law. <A branch of the Shawnetown bank is to be 
located at Alton. The state subscribes for the 
above stock. Four hundred thousand in adciticn 
to the above, for the bank at Shawnetown, to be 
subscribed by the public. The session Jasted ninety: 
two days, and four hundred laws were passed. 
[ Alton Spectator. 

The legislature of Illinois also passed a law t0 
remove the seat of government to Springfield. 
1840, 


The subscription price to the New Orleans daily 
newspapers has been raised from $10 to $12 pel 
annum, and the paper for the country, three times 4 
week, to $10. Advertising by the square and by 
the year is raised in like proportion. 


Maine. One hundred and eighty thousand dol- 
lars of this state’s share of the surplus was paid to 
the treasurer of the state, at his request, by the 
Suffolk bank, in gold. It is now stated that he hes 
requested the bank to exchange it for bills. 


The Boston insurance companies, according ‘0 
the Newburyport Herald, are believed to have su!- 
fered a loss of $800,000 during the last four yoonths. 
The shipping of Newburyport is said to have bee? 
extremely fortunate in escaping the calomities 
which have overtaken the vessels belonging to other 
ports. 


A short voyage. The Silas Richards formerly ® 
Liverpool packet, arrived in New York on Friday 
last, from China with new crop teas, silks, &c. hav- 
ing made a run from Canton in ninety-one days only. 
She left New York for China on the 28th of June 
last, and has been about eight months and seveutee? 
days. The N. ¥. Gazette says that this is one 0 
the shortest voyages on record. 
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